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The Birth of the Lord 
By Charlotte A. Stere 


HE birth of the Lord brought a song 

in the night 
To the shepherds on Bethlehem’s hill; 
So His birth in our hearts will bring 


singing and joy 
And the. wonderful peace of God’s 
will. 
They listened entranced to that won- 
derful strain, 


Then hurried the Christ to receive. 

The birth of the Lord brings a song to 
our hearts 

The moment we trust and believe. 


x 


Two Basic Duties 


In order that we may keep the 
proper balance in the Christian life, we 
need to be constantly checked by. the 
Scriptures. We may have zeal without 
knowledge, go too far or not far enough 
in what we think is surrender, get lazy 
or overwork to avoid being lazy, say 
too much with a desire to be frank and 
tell the truth, be too diffident or too 
rash in personal work. The Spirit of 
God and the Word of God can keep us 
in the straight and narrow path. In 
the past forty years it has been pecul- 
iarly necessary to emphasize sound 
doctrine, because of the inroads of 
Modernism. But there is a parallel 





duty which God commands, and which, 
in the heat and enthusiasm of contro- 
versy, has sometimes been overlooked. 
While we know that all Scripture is 
given by inspiration of Cod, and there- 
fore equally trustworthy, nevertheless 
the personal characteristics and circum- 
stances are of interest in studying the 
text. It was the aged Apostle John, 
whose Gospel so clearly sets forth the 
deity of Christ, who wrote, “And this 
is his commandment, That we should 
believe on the name of his Son Jesus 
Christ, and love one another, as he gave 
us commandment” (1 John 3:23). Have 
we given enough place to that phrase, 
“and love one another”? John had just 
been speaking of the freedom we have 
in God’s presence when our heart does 
not condemn us, and saying that we 
have assurance in prayer “because we 
keep his commandments.” Then come 
these two basic commandments. They 
are similar to those that the Lord Jesus 
said were the two greatest (Matt. 22:37- 
40); for if we love God with all our 
heart, we shall believe on His beloved 
Son, and we shall want to obey the sec- 
ond, “Thou shalt love thy neighbour as 
thyself.” The Lord Jesus said, “This is 
the work of God, that ye believe on him 
whom he hath sent” (John 6:29). He 
used the strongest language in speaking 
to the Pharisees, who scrupulously kept 
fine points of the Law, but who “omit- 


x 


ted the weightier matters of the law, 
judgment, mercy, and faith” (Matt. 23: 
23). Sharp, unkind words may have 
sometimes been excused on the ground 
that they were good medicine for the 
objects of them, and therefore evidence 
of love; but it is often hard for those for 
whom they were intended fully to ap- 
preciate that. We are not God and can- 
not see men’s hearts as He can. Some 
stumble over the command to love one 
another because they find they do not 
like everyone equally. But what God 
wants us to do is to love others for His 
sake, to show Christian love and for- 
bearance toward all, and especially to 
those who are of the household of faith. 
Even this cannot be done by human 
nature alone, without His grace. But 
He has given every believer His Holy 
Spirit, and one part of the fruit of the 
Spirit is love (Gal. 5:22). If we think 
other Christians are simply impossible, 
a little review of our own sins and mis- 
takes will begin to melt the coldness of 
heart; and when we compare our own 
righteousness with God’s and what He 
requires, we shall be still further hum- 
bled. If we become aware of a lack of 
love, or a root of bitterness, we need to 
come to God again in prayer and ask 
Him to make things right. He can do 
it, “because the love of God is shed 
abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost 
which is given unto us” (Rom. 5:5). 
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Toward the Sunrising 


By J. Stuart 


“They journeyed .. .in the wilder- 
ness .. . toward the sunrising” (Num. 
21:10, 11). 


HE last Lord’s Day of an old year 

I is always, by common _ consent, 
.dedicated to memory. It is a day 

of retrospect, and not infrequently, too, 
of regret—regret for things gone, regret 
for joys fied, regret for opportunities 
unimproved. It is a day that tends to 
enslave us, to darken our outlook, to 








Comfort fer Dark Days 
“The Lerd is my shepherd; I 
shall not want” (Psa. 23:1). 





Holden, D.D. 


sadden our hearts, and to make our 
footsteps heavy in keeping with our 
hearts. Yet this, surely, is not the 
wisest and truest exercise for us on 
such a day as this. It is true that 
“thou shalt remember all the way 
which the Lord thy God hath led thee” 

(Deut. 8:2). But it is true also that 
thou shalt forget the things that are 
behind, and press forward toward the 
mark for the prize (Phil. 3:13). So I 
bring you this word that we may seek 
to explore some, at least, of its impli- 
cations and riches, as we face another 
year. 

We read that these men and women, 
who were the special care of God 
“journeyed in the wilderness” with 
their faces “toward the sunrising.” As 
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time passes, the journeying character 
of life to us all becomes increasingly 
acute. How often do we say to one 
another, “Oh, how swiftly the years go 
by!” We are journeying, and we are 
all conscious of it, but we need to be 
quite certain whither we are journey- 
ing; that we are journeying, not toward 
the sunset, but toward the sunrise. If 
we live in the past, we are apt to de- 
bilitate our powers, and to unfit our- 
selves for the conflict, and for the joy 
that lies ahead of the conflict. Let us 
ever remember that it is toward the 
light that we go. As we journey 
through the wilderness, let us step for- 
ward with our faces ever toward the 
sunrising. Otherwise, however rich the 
past is in memory, if we dwell upon it 
exclusively, it: may become our very 
impoverishment. 


“They journeyed ... in the wilder- 
ness . . . toward the sunrising.” The 
story of the brazen serpent immedi- 
ately precedes these words; the story 
of the cry that went up to God from the 
stricken crowd; and then of the divine 
arrangement of the serpent set upon 
the pole, and the proclamation, free 
and unfettered, “Look and live!” And 
the wonderful experience, of which 
there had been no precedent, that 
everyone who turned his dying gaze to 
the God-appointed remedy immediately 
received healing. Then the proclama- 
tion having done its work, and the 
word of the Lord having run swiftly 
through the camp, the people moved 
forward with their faces toward the 
sunrising, with their experience of the 
grace of God fresh in their minds, 
which was to encourage them in all the 
days to come. 


This story, of course, is not merely a 
record of what happened in the life 
and experience of the Children of 
Israel, but is an illustration of what is 
happening every day in the lives of 
the people of God. For our pilgrimage 
toward the sunrising begins at the place 
which the incident of the brazen ser- 
pent, foretold—the cross of our Lord 
Jesus Christ—at that “fountain filled 
with blood, drawn from _ Immanuel’s 
veins,” there where the burdens of sin 
and sorrow slip from the life and heart 
of the one whose faith is in the cruci- 
fied Son of God. It is there, where this 
full ‘and free forgiveness becomes a 
certainty to the believing soul, that the 
pilgrimage begins. The. cross stands 
between us and our own condemna- 
tion, of which the past is full. And 
the foreglow of the divine sunrise be- 
gins as we step. forward in practical 
faith and obedience to go along the 
path to which it directs us. The way 
leads inevitably through the wilderness, 
but always toward the sunrising, to- 
ward the coming victory and triumph 
of our Lord. Jesus Christ. So the true 
gaze of our hearts should not be be- 
hind, but before; looking, not at the 
things that have passed into eternity, 
but looking forward into the light— 
toward the sunrising. , 


Would it not be true to say that con- 
temporary life, as we see it, is divisible 
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into two classes: those who journey 
through the-wilderness, and those who 
journey through the wilderness toward 
the sunrising? There are those who 
just journey through the wilderness. 
Even though they may have had some 
experience of the grace of God in their 
lives, it is all wilderness, and nothing 


more. These people appear to imagine | 


that the greatest calamity of life is that 
the past is not always with us; they 
feel that the whole world is rushing on 
toward some great catastrophe, like an 
express train that has gotten from un- 
der the control of the engineer, and is 
rushing down some steep precipice to- 
ward certain destruction. Such people 
are journeying through the wilderness, 
and it is a dry, arid, and barren. wil- 
derness. If I did not believe that the 
best is yet to be, that -the victorious, 
omnipotent Lord is on the throne, I 
should have no -message to preach 
which would bring comfort to poor, 
perplexed hearts. 

It is, of course, true to say that some 
who are living in the wilderness are 
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there because of sin. They have 
missed the crossroads, and they have 
never seen by faith the crucified Son 
of God. To them it must always be 
wilderness, and the shadow of death. 
But to those who have seen by faith 
the Lord Jesus Christ, and who have 
put their trust in Him, while the way 
must be through the wilderness,’ yet 
it is always “toward the sunrising.” 
Surely our hearts must affirm in all 
their deepest instincts that this is the 
right attitude toward life. 

We get confirmation of this in the life 
of Christ Himself, our Leader in this 
as in all things. Read again the story 
of His earthly life, and you will find 
that it was obviously a journey through 
a wilderness. .No real affinities; strong 
oppositions; painful misconceptions. 
These were some of the things that be- 
set Him. There is a sense in which, as 
you read the life of the Lord Jesus, 
you know Him to be a wayfaring man. 
And yet you. cannot read .the record of 
His life without seeing on every page 

(Continued on page 929) 








NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS 


“Why Callest Thou 
Me Good?” 


I recgntly read a book, “Some Mod- 
ern Iddis to Christianity,” I believe 
is the title. Have forgotten the au- 
thor’s name. In this book he has a 
chapter’ [showing that] worship to 
Jesus is idolatry. Only God should 
be worshiped. Among other things he 
says Jesus Himself said He was not to 
be worshiped. In Luke 18:19 Jesus 
says, “Why callest thou me good? 
There is only one that is good, that 
is God.” Will you please give us an 
interpretation of this verse. My two 
college students are disturbed over 
this. .In our house THE SUNDAY 
ScHoot Times is the court of last ap- 
peal—A Tennessee reader. 


The text reads, “And Jesus said unto 
him, Why callest thou me good? none 
is good save one, that-is, God” (Luke 
18:19; see also Matt. 19:17; Mark 10:18). 
There is no doubt that the Lord Jesus 
gave this answer to stimulate the young 
man’s thinking and lead him to see that 
Christ Himself was God manifest in the 
flesh. “Unless . . . we are to ascribe 
captiousness to our Lord, He could have 
had but one object—to raise the youth’s 
ideas of Himself, as not to bé classed 
merely with other ‘good masters,’ and 
declining to receive this title apart from 
the ‘One’ who is essentially and only 
‘good.’ ” (Jamieson, Fausset, and 
Brown). , . 


As is generally the case in his com- 
mentary, Matthew Henry. gives a full 
and a satisfactory explanation. Com- 
menting on the Lord’s answer in Mat- 
thew 19:17, he writes: 

“He tenderly assists his faith; for, 
doubtless, He did not mean it for a re- 


proof, when He said, Why callest thou 
me good? But he would seem to find 


‘ that faith in what he said, when he 


called Him good Master, which the 
gentleman perhaps was. not conscious 
to himself of; he intended no more than 
to own and honour Him as a good man, 
but Christ would lead him to own and 
honour Him as a good God; for there 
is none good but one, that is God. Note, 
As Christ is graciously ready to: make 
the best that He ean of what is said or 
done amiss; so He is ready to make the 
most that can be of what is well said 
and.well done. His constructions are 
often better than: our intentions; as in 
that ‘I was hungry, and you gave me 
meat, though you little thought it was 
to me.’ Christ will have this young 
man either know Him to be God, or not 
call him good; to teach us to transfer to 
God all the praise that is at any time 
given to us. Do any call us good? Let 
us tell them all goodness is from God, 
and therefore not to us, but to Him give 
glory. All crowns must lie before His 
throne. Note, God only is good, and 
there is none essentially, originally, and 
unchangeably good, but God only. His 
goodness is of and from Himself, and 
all the goodness in the creature is from 
Him; He is the Fountain of goodness, 
and whatever the streams are, all the 
springs are in him (Jas. 1:17). He is 
the great Pattern and Sample of good- 
ness; by Him all goodness is to be meas- 
ured; that is good which is like Him, 
and agreeable to His mind. We in our 
language call Him God, because He is 
good. In this, as in other things, our 
Lord Jesus was the Brightness of his 
glory (and His goodness is His glory), 
and the express image of his person, 
and therefore fitly called good Master.” 
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Lesson for December 28 
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|. The Marvelous Miracle of the Virgin Birth 


By which “the Word was made flesh, 


and dwelt among us” 


and the Word was with God, and 
the Word was God” (John 1:1). 

In this passage we are told that the 
Word (logos, or Christ), in His pre-ex- 
istent state, was God. In John 4:24, we 
read that “God is a Spirit.” Luke 24: 
39 informs us that a “spirit hath not 
flesh and bones.” There came a time, 
however, when “the Word was made 
flesh, and dwelt among us” (John 1:14). 
Now what we wish to know is, How did 
God, who had no flesh and bones, re- 
ceive His body of flesh? . 

The Scriptures declare that this body 
was formed through the agency of a 
virgin, but we are informed, by modern 
unbelief, that this was impossible, and 
that He must have had a human father. 
This subject may seem to some people 
to be unworthy of discussion, but it is 
of utmost importance. Indeed it is true, 
even as someone has said, “A Saviour 
not quite God is a bridge too short at 
the other end” and truly we have no 
Saviour if Christ was not virgin-born. 


ad THE beginning was the Word, 


Four Ways Or CREATION 


God has four ways of making a hu- 
man body. He can create one without 
the agency of either man or woman, as 
He did when He made Adam out of the 
dust of the ground. Then God can form 
a body through the agency of just a 
man, as He did when He formed Eve 
from the rib taken from Adam’s side. 
A third way is through the agency of 
both a man and a woman. This is the 
common way, the way we have re- 
ceived our bodies. But God can also 
form a body through the agency of just 
a woman, and that is the way our Lord 
received His body—born of a virgin. 

This is the only time that God has 
ever formed a body in this fashion, and 
it is as Jeremiah said, “The Lord hath 
created a new thing in the earth, A 
woman shall compass a man” (Jer. 31: 
22). 

Since all interest centers in the ad- 
vent of the last Adam, we will search 
the Scriptures to see if indeed Jesus of 
Nazareth was the true Christ of God. 
There are many prophecies concerning 
His coming, but we will consider those 


that have to do with His birth. 


THE REDEEMER Must BE A MAN 


“IT will put enmity between thee and 
the woman, and between thy seed and 
her seed; it shall bruise thy head and 
thou shalt bruise his heel” (Gen. 3:15). 
This is the first promise in the Bible 
concerning Christ’s coming. He is to 
be a real human being, the seed of the 
woman, not an angel or one of the cher- 
ubim. 


THE Line Is NARROWED 


Centuries passed and many hundreds 
of thousands of people were born into 
the human race, making it very difficult 


Dr. Howard A. Banks, at ene time 
Associate Editor of The Sunday 
School Times, in a testimonial to 
this message, quoted two other men 
as follows: “I am gregtly impressed 
with the originality and uniqueness 
of this study” (J. H. Strawbridge, 
formerly on the staff of the Moody 
Bible Imstitute); “Mr. Humberd has 
brought out some of the hidden 
things that I had never before seen 
about the Virgin Birth. How many 
hidden things there are—hidden be- 
cause we do not let the Holy Spirit 
show us” (President J. D. Eggleston, 
Hampden-Sidney College). The pres- 
ent Editors agree that this is one of 
the most unusual expositions of the 
Virgin Birth, from prophecy to ful- 
fillment, that they have ever seen. 
In two articles, this week and next, 
the Times publishes the second half 
of a 40-page booklet entitled, “The 
Virgin Birth,” by Mr. Humberd, 
Bible chart lecturer and author. 
(Copies may be had from him at 15 
cents each, plus postage, at Flora, 
Ind.) 
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to know just where to find the promised 
Redeemer; but God limited the field 
by naming Abraham as the father of 
the race which should produce this in- 
coming Man. “Now to Abraham and 
his seed were the promises made... 
And to thy seed, which is Christ” (Gal. 
3:16). 

God has at least three purposes for 
the calling of Abraham. He was pre- 
paring to give His written word to-the 
human race and He chose Abraham as 
the repository of His truth on the earth. 
Abraham’s seed fulfilled this purpose 
and inspired Jews gave us the Bible. 
A second purpose was as a national wit- 
ness of Himself to the world. That is, 
God would give the land of Canaan to 
Abraham. Abraham and his seed were 
to serve this true God, and God would 
mightily bless them and show the other 
nations of the world that it paid to 
serve the living God rather than idols. 
The fulfillment of this purpose awaits 
the future when our Lord will return 
and sit upon the throne of His father 
David. The third purpose for the call 
of Abraham was for a channel for the 
incoming Redeemer. In this present 
study we are interested only in this 
last point. 

We have no interest, therefore, in 
this particular search, in the untold 
millions of earth’s population that are 
born out of the line of Abraham. But 
Abraham is the father of several sons 
through Hagar, Sarah, and Keturah. 
Which one of these sons will God choose 
to bear the line to AYarist? God made 
this clear wher. jq@issol, “In Isaac shall 
thy seed Fk , universe. 21:12). All 
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interest now centers in the line of Isaac 
and we need not look elsewhere for 
the Messiah. 

Two sons are born to Isaac. Which 
one will be the chosen channel to 
Christ? Again God makes a decree, 
“The elder shall serve the younger” 
(Gen. 25:23). “Jacob have I loved, but 
Esau have I hated” (Rom. 9:13). 

From now on, we will keep our eyes 
on the line of Jacob. But twelve sons 
are born to him and again we are con- 
fronted with the same problem. But 
God limited the line and gave it to 
Judah. “The sceptre shall not depart 
from Judah” (Gen. 49:10). 

By these decrees God cut out great 
sections of the human race. First, the 
Redeemer was to be a man. Thus any- 
one in the human race was eligible for 
that position. God narrowed the line 
to Abraham, to Isaac, to Jacob, and 
then to Judah. But the tribe of Judah 
increased to many thousands. Which 
family of this tribe will be the chosen 
channel to Christ? 


OBJECTIONS TO THE VIRGIN BIRTH 


We will now pause to consider some 
of the objections to the Virgin Birth. 
A commentary informs us that the ac- 
counts of the Scripture mean, “Simply 
that the child, while conceived in the 
usual way, was to receive a_ special 
prenatal sanctity like John.” 

A recent translation of the Bible 
renders the Hebrew word, “alma” in 
Isaiah 7:14 by the words “young 
woman.” In this way Satan seeks to 
do away with the Virgin Birth, for a 
young woman is not necessarily a virs 
gin; she may even be married. The 
true rendering of this passage is as our 
King James Version has it, “Behold, a 
virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, 
and shall call his name Immanuel.” We 
shall find many testimonies to the Vir- 
gin Birth. Of special weight are the 
incidental allusions to this precious doc- 
trine. 


TESTIMONY OF CHRIST HIMSELF 


Some reject this doctrine because 
they say that Christ did not refer to it. 
But our Lord did not speak of Joseph 
as His father either. There is, however, 
a hint that He did not regard Joseph 
as His real father. 

At the age of twelve, Jesus went to 
Jerusalem to the feast of the Passover. 
He was left behind, and later, when 
His parents found Him, His mother 
said, “Son, why hast thou thus dealt 
with us?” “Wist ye not that I must be 
about my Father’s business?” He an- 
swered (Luke 2:48, 49). 

Who was His Father? If it was 
Joseph and He was about His father 
Joseph’s business, He would have been 
busy with hammer and saw working on 
the woodwork of the Temple, for 

(Continued on page 921) 
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A Survey of Religious Life and Thought 


Encouragements and warnings from all the world 





E. W. Nielsen, in the important 

quarterly, Frontier, which has. in- 
corporated World Dominion and Chris- 
tian News Letter, reviews the latest edi- 
tion of the World Christian Handbook 
and gives some pertinent statistics 
which, since many readers of these col- 
umns would not otherwise see them, I 
am taking the liberty of quoting. 

“India has approximately 384 million 
people; of those approximately 6 million 
are Protestant Christians and between 
5 and 6 million Roman Catholics; in 
all about 12 million Christians out of 
384 million people. Japan has about 
90,900,000 people, of whom approxi- 
mately 500,000 are Christians. In Indo- 
nesia there are about 83 million people 
and a Christian community of about 
4 million—a very liberal estimate. Pak- 
istan has 83% million people and about 
525,000 Christians. Iran has about 19 
million people, of whom 25,000 are 
Christians. The Union of South Africa 
has a population of a little over 14 mil- 
lion people and here there are roughly 
5,500,000 Christians. In the three ter- 
ritories in British Central Africa there 
is altogether a population of approxi- 
mately 8,260,000 people and a total 
Christian community of approximately 
2 million people. The Belgian Congo 
has about 12% million people and a 
Christian community of approximately 
5,200,000. These figures will suffice to 
give an indication of the task to which 
the Church is called.... 

“There are roughly 450 million Ro- 
man Catholics in the world, about 250 
million Protestants, and about 200 mil- 
lion belonging to the various ‘Eastern 
Churches,’ i.e., Orthodox, Copts, etc. 
Islam has about 400 million, Hinduism 
approximately 310 million, and Bud- 
dhism about 300 million.” 

If-the figures in the World Almanac 
of 1890 were correct, the Protestants 
in the world have increased not more 
than 10 per cent, while the Roman 
Catholics have increased over 90 per 
cent in the last sixty yars. 


Crew ne in Many Lands.—Dr. 


The newly appointed Deputy Chief 
of Army Chaplains is Colonel William 
J. Moran, presently Eighth United 
States Army Chaplain in Korea. Chap- 
lain Moran attended St. Joseph’s Col- 
lege and St. Patrick’s Seminary in Cal- 
ifornia. He was assigned to the Per- 
sonnel Division of the Office of Chief 
of Chaplains from August, 1946, to 
November, 1950, and holds eight differ- 
ent medals. Ordained priest in St. 
Mary’s Cathedral, San Francisco, in 
1931, he entered the army chaplaincy 
as a first lieutenant in 1933. 


Six “Must’s” for a Church.—In a re- 
cent issue of the Congressional Record 
is the reprint of an interesting address 
delivered by Dr. George S. Reuter, Jr., 
Dean of the State Teachers College of 


Minot, N. Dak. After discussing the 
inadequate relationships of some Chris- 
tians to their church in the community, 
he says: 

“IT have, been in the forty-eight states 
and some forgign nations and take 
pride in the fact that I have visited 
some of the largest congregations in 
several denominations, and I think I 
know the type of congregation that I 
am interested in holding membership 
in, regardless of where I am. I would 
list a number of points in this regard 
that I consider a must. They are: (1) 
A New Testament church. (2) A soul- 
winning church. (3) An alert church. 
(4) An active church. (5) An educa- 
tional church. (6) A friendly church.” 


Warning Symptoms of Decadence.— 
Some alarming statistics, which cannot 
be disputed, are set forth by Mr. J. 
Edgar Hoover, Director of the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation, in an article 
published late in October. He reports 
that one out of every thirty youngsters 
in the United States was arrested last 
year for violating the law. Since 1952 
the juvenile population of our country 
has increased approximately 22 per 
- but juvenile arrests in that period 

ave risen 55 per cent. During 1957, 
53 per cent of all arrests for major of- 
fenses against property were of persons 
under eighteen years of age. If this 
increase in juvenile delinquency con- 
tinues for the next five years, by 1962 
one million teen-agers in this country 
will be arrested each year. 

I would like to quote one paragraph 
from this most sensible discussion. “We 
seem to have misplaced the sense of 
values which made this a great nation. 
Self-indulgence and the principle of 
pleasure before duty on a vast and 
growing scale have become a phenom- 
enon of our adult world. These are 
warning symptoms of the ‘decadence 
disease’—which has contributed to the 
decay of so many civilizations through- 
out history. When children, without 
discipline, and without moral standards 
implanted by a stable home, are thrust 
into a culture in which pressures from 
every direction promote the principle 
of self-indulgence, what reaction can 
be expected? To such children, re- 
straints are unbearable. When they 
want something, they take it.” 


A Protestant Episcopal Approval of 
Drinking.—Many Christians, and even 
many non-Christians, must be grieved 
by the report of the Commission on 
Alcoholism, edited by Bishop J. Broike 
Mosley of Delaware, read before the 
convention of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church in Miami Beach last month. 
While the report admits that there are 
many occasions in American life where 
liquor is served *hat are degenerating 
into ordinary ¢RacrsiSts *outs, and that 


.in parties in hohe latgmeanis more and 
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more becoming merely a bartender, and 
that many forms of the so-called cock- 
tail party fail to fulfill the needs for 
wholesome social fellowship; still the 
Commission commends drinking. One 
sentence in the report reads, “A Chris- 
tian who drinks moderately, with due 
regard for the feelings and needs of his 
brothers and with a conscientious care 
for the claims of God can drink with 
thanksgiving to Him for these bless- 
ings.” The report directs attention to 
the fact that there is no Scriptural 
command requiring total abstinence. 
This is true in itself—but Scripture also 
says that any drinking that would hurt 
others is unwise. 

The fact is that when an unbeliever 
observes a believer, drinking temper- 
ately, it is not long—as has been wit- 
nessed in hundreds of cases—before the 
non-Christian is drinking intemper- 
ately. Indeed, this is the tragedy 
among too many Christians today: they 
are influencing others for evil. We are 
the salt of the earth, and in view of the 
fearful curse that liquor is proving to 
be in the lives of millions of men and 
women today, and because it is the 
acknowledged ultimate source of more 


‘crime than any other one factor in 


American life, a child of God can do 
more in his witness to Christ by total 
abstinence than he can by joining these 
cocktail parties. 

The Commission’s report can only 
work for ill. What can a father say to 
his children who are already beginning 
to drink at parties, when in reply to 
his admonitions they remind him of 
the permission they have for such prac- 
tices from the ecclesiastical authorities 
of the Episcopal Church? 


“Russia for Christ.”—This year 1958 
has seen the launching of what may 
prove to be one of the most significant 
efforts to reach large masses of unbe- 
lievers in a desperately needy area. 
Ten years ago a young man living in 
Hollywood, David Benson, felt a burden 
for the atheistic communist world, re- 
garding it as the strategic spot in the 
world today—and in this he is no doubt 
right. He began at once to study the 
Russian language and graduated from 
the University of California at Los 
Angeles as a Russian major. Further 
education included two years at Har- 
vard, in the seminary and in postgradu- 
ate Russian studies, and three years at 
Fuller Theological Seminary, graduat- 
ing in 1958. 

In September of this year, Russia 
for Christ was officially incorporated 
under the laws of the State of Cali- 
fornia. Among the directors are Mr. 
William Bright, Dr. Henrietta Mears, 
and Dr. Harold J. Ockenga. The Arti- 
cles of Incorporation state the general 
purpose of the organization: “To em- 
ploy every available means of com- 
munication, including radio, distribu- 
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tion of literature, including Bibles, 
the eventual formation of evangelistic 
teams, the training of missionary 
workers, the preparation, printing and 
dissemination and broadcast of pro- 
grams designed to reach and teach the 
people of such nation or nations the 
Gospel of Christ and of Christianity.” 

Already, through the Voice of Tan- 
gier, of which we shall say more later, 
five half-hour programs are broadcast 
into the ‘heart of Russia each week. 
Each program includes a theme song, 
a familiar Russian hymn, the best in 
Russian choir music, Scripture reading 
(this is lengthy, since there are few 
Bibles in Russia) and a sermon. The 
sermons are painstakingly drafted by 
Mr. Benson himself, translated into 
Russian by a Christian from that land, 
who uses the best possible Russian 
phrasing and idioms. Enthusiastic help 
is given by many Russian evangelicals 
in the Los Angeles area, who record 
Scripture, give testimonies, and sing. 
Many of these have families behind 
the Iron Curtain, and all of them have 
experienced the terror and cruelty of 
communistic persecution in days past. 

The broadcasts are not jammed, and 
large numbers are listening. Letters 
have been received from Moscow and 
other places in the Soviet nation, from 
as far north as Archangel. The Voice 
of Tangier sends out the Christian 
message in twenty-seven languages, 
beamed to fourteen .communist coun- 
tries, as well as to some of the free na- 
tions of Europe, North Africa, and the 
Middle East. 

Those interested in securing further 
information on this work may address 
Russia for Christ, P.O. Box 1631, Los 
Angeles 28. 


Another group attempting to broad- 
cast the Gospel into Russia is The Light 
and Life Hour, the world-wide radio 
broadcast of the Free Methodist Church, 
the headquarters of which are at Wi- 
nona Lake, Ind. It is said that. there 
are 47,000,000 radios in Russia, and Gos- 
pel programs as yet have not been 
jammed. 

Speaking of radios, the United States 
Office of Research and Intelligence re- 
ports that at the end of 1957 there were 
22,000,000 radic receivers in the Far 
East. Of this number, 2,000,000 sets are 
in Communist China. South Korea, in 
spite of its severely restricted economy 
and comparative poverty has 300,000 re- 
ceivers. 


Part-Time Ministers—In the seven- 
teen states of the Midwest area, accord- 
ing to the current issue of The Register 
of the Chicago Theological Seminary, 
for every ten churches with a full-time 
minister, there are ten with only part- 
time ministers, and three without any 
clergy at all. In 1903, the Congrega- 
tional Church ordained 152 ministers, 
but in 1957, with twice the membership 
of 1903, they ordained only 140 new 
ministers. Last year only one church 
out of forty in the Congregational de- 
nomination produced a new minister. 
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Evangelieal Growth in Spain.—Infor- 
mation gathered from a number of 
sources, and published in an article in 
The Life of Faith, gives an enlighten- 
ing account of present evangelical wit- 
ness in Spain. “No manifestations of 


_worship other than Roman Catholic are 


permitted. No notice board may be 
placed outside evangelical churches. 
Propaganda of all kinds is legally for- 
bidden. The printing and circulation 
of the Bible, unless it be the Roman 
Catholic version, is. prohibited.” The 
problem of educating the children of 


Spanish Protestants is a very serious ° 


one. All schools in Spain, even though 
they be private, are under the control 
of the state, and Roman Catholic teach- 
ing is obligatory. No evangelical school 
is allowed to exist even though it be 
intended exclusively for the children 
of non-Catholics. 

Nevertheless, the evangelical church 
continues not only to exist, but to grow. 
Spanish evangelical leaders report a 
larger increase in the membership of 
their churches during the last score 
years than in the previous sixty years. 
At the present time there are approxi- 
mately 175 evangelical churches in 
Spain, in addition to sixty groups of 


believers. Among these, the Assem- 
blies of Brethren and ‘the Baptist 
churches are the strongest. The Epis- 


copalian Church has some congrega- 
tions, as does the Pentecostal Church; 
though the latter, for some reason, is 
not large. 


Project Statue Shalom is a new proj- 
ect now being brought to the attention 
of many in our country. Shalom is the 
Hebrew word for “peace.” The Ameri- 
can Committee for Statue Shalom says 
that it will serve as a monument to 
peace and brotherhood and will be 
erected on the slopes of Mount Carmel 
near Haifa, overlooking the Mediter- 
ranean. The total cost is expected to 
be near $100,000. 

This will be a statue of Rachel with 
her children, “the latter to symbolize 
the races of men.” Just how the chil- 
dren of ‘Rachel, the last two born to 
Jacob of the twelve sons who founded 
the twelve tribes of Israel, Joseph and 
Benjamin, can represent the nations 
of the world is difficult to understand. 


Growing Anti-Semitism in Russia and _ 


Arabia.—There is no question but that 
anti-Semitism is growing in the Union 
of Soviet Social Republics. The Insti- 
tute for the Study of the USSR, a body: 
of former Soviet scholars, with head- 
quarters in Munich, has just issued 
an authentic statement regarding Khru- 
shchev’s chronic bitterness toward the 
Jews of the Soviet Republic. The Rus- 
sian leader blames the Jews themselves 
for the failure of the attempt to settle 
the Jews in Birobidzhan, an autonomous 
region in eastern Siberia. He accepts 
the verdict of Lenin: “Jewish national 
culture is nothing more than the slogan 
of rabbis, of the bourgeois, the slogan 
of our enemies.” ° 

All Zionist grganizations in Russia 
have been @.crnived. Jewish students 
in Sovie** sities are subjected to 
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increasing persecution.. Of the twelve 
synagogues formerly found in Moscow, 
only one remains, and on important 
Holidays it overflows with thousands of 
worshipers. No information is available 
on the synagogue in Kiev. In 1917 there 
was a total of 49 Yiddish-or Hebrew 
newspapers in the Soviet Union; in 
1921 this number had increased to 62, 
but 50 were controlled by the Com- 
munists; there is not one of these -re- 
maining in Russia today. The use of 
Hebrew has been prohibited. In con- 
trast to this, twelve Jewish synagogues 
have been. built in West Germany since 
the end of World War II. 

The United Arab Republic is step- 
ping up its persecution of the Jews, 
and a recent decree forbids access to 
the entire United Arab Republic of any 
Jew who has ever: resided in Syria or 
Egypt and has left those countries. The 
decree is dated April 1, 1958, but has 
just now appeared in the Egyptian 
press. Under the provision of this de- 
cree, the Minister of the Interior can 
act against all Jews who are still citi- 
zens of the Arab Republic. Egyptian 


‘newspapers are now printing lists of 


names of Jews who were Egyptian citi- 
zens but who have had to give up their 
citizenship and haye left for Europe. 


The First Dance Festival of World 
Religions—On November 15, in the 
Philharmonic Auditorium of the City 
of Los Angeles, the International Cul- 
tural Exchange Foundation will spon- 
sor the first Dance Festival of World 
Religions. The announcement says that 
based on Psalm 149:3, “Let them praise 
his name in the dance,” this festival 
will include devotional dances of Chris- 


‘tianity, Judaism, Buddhism, Shintoism, 


and primitive religions. One almost 
hesitates to repeat the announcement 
that “Ruth St. Denis and her St. Denis 
Rhythmic Choirs will recreate ‘Gold 
Madonna,’ a study of the Divine 
Mother.” 

As an indication of how all-inclusive 
such a program is going to be, I note 
that the soloist with the Kabuki Thea- 
ter of Tokyo will perform a ten-cen- 
tury-old prayer of the Shinto temples 
called “Offerings to the Gods.” The 
seventy-voice choir of the First Metho- 
dist Church of Los Angeles will partici- 
pate in this festival. 


Recent Missionary Martyrdom.—Two 
missionaries suffered martyrdom in- 
September of this year: Miss Anna- 
Gretz Stjarne, affiliated with the 
Swedish Evangelical Mission, was killed 
by bandits in Ethiopia, while traveling 
from Addis Ababa to Debra Seit; and 
Mr. Kornelius Isaak, affiliated with the 
Mennonite Brethren Church of North 
America, was speared and killed in 
Paraguay by savage Morro Indians of 
the Chaco tribe with whom he and 
other missionaries were endeavoring to 
establish a friendly contact. (This re- 
port is taken from The Pentecostal 
Evangel.) . 

Modern Man Has Forgotten God— 


In a sermon preached in Salisbury 
Cathedral on.the occasion of its 700th 
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anniversary, to students and teachers of 
the Institute of Education of Bristol 
University, Dr. E. W. Heaton probably 
did not exaggerate the seriousness of 
our day in declaring: “There never has 
been a period before this when the 
word ‘God’ meant so little to the over- 
whelming majority in the Western 
World. The change is so momentous 
that it cannot be ascribed to any de- 
generation in human nature, or to any 
change in human hearts. Modern man 
hasn’t simply gone off the rails; he just 
isn’t traveling our way at all... . If the 
twentieth century has forgotten the sov~ 
ereignty of God it has not forgotten the 
sovereignty of truth and it will not listen 
to what the Church has to say about 
God until it is convinced that the 
Church cares passionately about truth. 
And more than this: it will not listen 
to what the Church has to say about 
anything until it is persuaded that the 
Church cares so passionately about its 
message that it is doing its level best to 
make itself understood.” 


Buddhist Revival in Ceylon.—The 
first issue of the Journal of Christian 
Education, a conservative periodical 
published in Sydney, Australia, carries 
a very interesting article by Miss Grace 
J. Paul, “Christian Education in Ceylon.” 
Miss Paul says that a new phase 
of education has been introduced in 
Ceylon by the Buddha Jayanthi year, 
1956, the 2500th Anniversary of the 
Enlightenment of the Buddha. “The 
trumpet call for a revival of Buddhism 
and a renaissance of forgotten culture 
had to reverberate a call to the Church 
to be alert, to wait on the Lord and to 
be of good courage. The Buddhist 
Commission’s Report, entitled ‘The Be- 
trayal of Buddhism,’ in its attempt to 
denounce the work of Christian mis- 
sions, only acknowledges the effective- 
ness of the work that has been done. 
Mistakes no doubt there were, the ob- 
vious being the premise that all that 
which did not bear the stamp of the 
West in ways of thinking and living was 
primitive and heathen, whereas the 
great truths expounded by the Buddha, 
Mohammed, and the Avatharas (incar- 
nation of the godhead) of Hinduism are 
but stepping stones to what God our 
Father revealed in Jesus Christ when 
He sent His Son into the world in the 
fullness of time. 


“The missionary zeal to win the 
world to Buddhism, the institutions 
of Young Men’s and Young Women’s 
Buddhist Associations, Sunday schools 
modelled on the pattern of Christian 
organizations, congregational worship, 
broadcast sermons are eloquent tributes 
to the effectiveness of the activities of 
the Christian Church to which, how- 
‘ever, only three per cent of the whole 
population avow allegiance. The Sinhala 
Only Bill, making Sinhalese the official 
language of the State, has enforced 
Sinhalese on all races. HK is a subtle 
introduction of Buddhistic literature, as 
all Sinhalese literature is Buddhistic. 
The Government proposal to take over 
all denominational schools, Buddhist, 
Hindu, Muslim, as well as Christian, 
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hangs over us. But I am convinced 
with John Masefield that ‘if a man be- 
lieves in anything up to ‘the point of 
dying on the cross for it he will find 
others to believe in it.’” 


Tax Relaxation for Liquor Interests. 
—At the end of the 85th Congress, when 
bills were passed too rapidly for careful 
consideration, the Senate of the United 
States, by a vote of 51 to 39, gave to the 
liquor industry a gift of $1,400,000,000, 
in extending the bonding period of dis- 
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tilled liquors from eight to twenty 
years. Under the old law, passed in 
the 1890's, distillers paid a federal excise 
tax of $10.50 per gallon on all distilled 
spirits in bond after eight years. ~The 
new provision postpones that payment 
for twenty years. One of the reasons 
for this is that in the early 1950’s, cer- 
tain distillers overproduced, hoping to 
reap huge profits on a then-expected 
third World War. The bill was strongly 
opposed by the very wise Senator from 
Virginia, Harry Byrd. 
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Recent News From Betty Elliot 


Tiwaenu 
October 17, 1958 
EAREST FAMILY: 

D I've just finished a lunch of 
boiled green banana, monkey meat, and 
Nescafé. It is raining lightly, and I’m 
sitting on my bamboo bed, six inches 
from the ground. Val is in one of the 
other leaf shacks, singing to herself, 
throwing sticks at a parrot who trills 
away in lofty disdain of the sticks. 

Mother, perhaps you remember that 
the verses you quoted in your October 
4 letter from Psalm 118 are those God 
gave me on my going to the Curaray 
last year. Once more they were given 
me just before leaving Arajuno on this 
trip. 

(Pause while I use a cover of Time 
to plug up a hole in leaf roof! The 
rain was dripping onto my letters.) 

Pause: “No, Valerie, you may not 
have another candy.” “Mama—why 
don’t you go over to that house and 
talk to Dayuma for a little while?” 

The other day Val said, “We'd better 
hurry and go to Jesus’ house, or my 
daddy will cry.” When she first saw 
Kimu, the Auca man, she looked and 
looked, then said: “Is that my daddy? 
He looks like a daddy.” I don’t know 
whatever made her say it—some as- 
sociation in her mind between Daddy 
and Aucas, tho’ I had never told her 
till after that that the Aucas had killed 
her daddy. The other day I decided 
the time had come when it would be 
meaningful to her, so I mentioned the 
names of the men she has met, and 
asked her if she knew they had killed 
her daddy. She opened her blue eyes 
very wide, sat motionless staring at the 
river, said softly “Oh.” 

October 26 

A rainy Sunday. Our meeting this 
morning was attended by six naked 
boys, ages one to seventeen, and 
Akawu, Dayuma’s mother (who put on 
a dress for the occasion). They sat in 
solemn attention on a‘split canoe while 
Dayuma told them the story of the 
water listening to Jesus and being quiet. 

Yesterday we had a mail and food 
drop (two free falls, ten parachutes!) 
and your letters of October 18 arrived. 
As far as I know I'll be staying right 
here in this leaf hut. & »*nel will prob- 
ably be in one of timeariser houses 


they’re (slowly) building. Also, it is 
not true that the whole “kit and ca- 
boodle” have come. This week we had 
about twenty-five or thirty here, which 
is the largest number at any one time 
so far, but today there were just eight— 
all kids but Dayuma’s mother. 

Also—where did they get the idea 
M.A.F. was dropping food “every other 
day”? (Someone wrote this to me.) 
They make a weekly food drop, which 
of course is not the sole source of either 
ours or the Auca’s supply. 

Ginny’s [Betty’s sister] letter, telling 
of the trial of faith, reminded me of a 
lesson Jim taught me. He called it 
“Priority prayers.” We ask God, above 
all, that we may know Him and become 
like Him. We also ask for lesser things, 
for certain things to be given or to take 
place. To these prayers, God often has 
to say no, as the other takes priority. 
He cannot teach us what He wants to 
if He says yes to some of our prayers. 
This was a help to me in accepting his 
death. I had prayed for his safety. It 
was a far lesser thing than God had in 
mind for Jim or for me. His is an in- 
exorabie love, as George MacDonald 
says. He will not give us less than the 
best. If we will not have the best, we 
are deadlocked. 

This morning I injected three boys 
with penicillin, as they all had running 
sores (one boy had twenty-two on one 
leg). They lay down (on the muddy 
floor, instead of on the bamboo as I 
had meant) very obediently and took 
the needle in the derriére without a 
peep. They laughed uproariously to 
watch the others. 

The radio tells me that the plane will 
be making a bucket drop on Tuesday 
or Wednesday, so I'll get this ready to 
send out—and I'll pray that the rope 
doesn’t snap before they get it hauled 
up into the plane! We have about 
twenty parachutes here which we must 
send up, too. Yesterday they dropped 
a head of green plantains without a 
*chute. Wow! It hit the ground like 
a bomb! But the Aucas_ gleefully 
gathered the pieces. 

“Who will bring me into the strong 
city? who will lead me into Edom? 
Wilt not thou, O God?” (Psa. 60:9, 10.) 

I don’t know how many times since 
Jim’s death this verse has come as a 
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promise that some day I would live 


with Aucas. My expectation was solely 
from Him. 
And here Iam. Praise. 


. October 28 
Just a final line to say the plane is 
to drop the bucket today, so I hope this 
will go out. The last of the men— 
Nimunga—arrived two days ago, went 
home again yesterday, so now I’ve met 
all those who killed Jim, except George. 

Much love, 

BETTY 


x 


The Miracle of the Virgin Birth 
(Continued from page 917) 


Joseph was a carpenter. But, His 
Father .was God and, being about His 
Father’s business, He sat among the 
doctors discussing the Law and the 
Prophets. 

THE TESTIMONY OF GABRIEL’Ss ACTION 

When the angel Gabriel came to this 
earth to announce the birth of John 
the Baptist, he came to Zacharias, the 
father of the child. Six months later, 
when he came to announce the birth 
of Jesus, he came to Mary the mother 
of the babe. The question as to the 
consistency of Gabriel’s action is ex- 
plained only by the Virgin Birth. Had 
Joseph been the father of Jesus, doubt- 
less Gabriel would have come to him 
as he did to the father of John; but 
Jesus, having no earthly father, the 
announcement of necessity was made 
to His mother. 


Tue TESTIMONY OF MARY 


Others claim to find difficulty in ac- 
cepting the doctrine of the Virgin Birth 
because Mary did not claim it for her 
Son. But, why would she make that 
claim? Had not many babies perished 
in a Satanic effort to destroy that Son? 
If she would insist that Herod had 
failed in his awful attempt, might it 
not again endanger His life? Thus 
Mary’s mouth would be sealed and the 
secret carefully guarded. 

But is it true that Mary did not re- 
gard Him as the Son of God? The inci- 
dental hints of Scripture bear weighty 
testimony to the fact that she did so 
regard Him. 

At the wedding feast of Cana the 
host was placed in a very embarrassing 
position by the failure of the wine. 
Mary, sensing the situation, determined 
to relieve the tension. Many people 
were present, including Jesus and His 
disciples. To whom would she go? 
Without hesitation she went to Jesus 
and said, “They have no wine.” Then 
turning to the servants she added, 
“Whatsoever he saith unto you, do it” 
(John 2:3, 5). 

Would she have spoken these words 
to an illegitimate child? No, indeed. 
Mary knew that she was talking to the 
virgin-born Son of God. She was there 
when it all happened, and in time of 
distress it seemed a most natural thing 
for her to lean upon His supernatural 
arm. 
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TESTIMONY OF PROPHECY 


From the natural standpoint the Vir- 
gin Birth is an impossibility, and re- 
quired the greatest possible miracle to 
perform it. 

In Isaiah 7:11-14, the Lord told Ahaz 
to ask for.a sign. He told him to make 
it as difficult as he could, “either in the 
depth, or in the height above.” What 
a wonderful experience Ahaz missed 
when he refused the offer! He could 
have asked the moon to increase its 
speed a hundredfold and it would have 
whirled around the earth like a stone 
in David’s sling, or he could have asked 
the earth beneath him to open its mouth 
and immediately his startled eyes would 
have been gazing upon the seething 
mass of the earth’s molten interior. But 
when he refused to ask for the sign, 
God gave one to the house of David. 
The hardest sign that God could give 
was not in the heights above or the 
depths beneath, but for a virgin to con- 
ceive and bear a son. It was truly a 
biological impossibility for our Lord 
to be virgin-born, but when God is 
taken into consideration all is different. 

According to Luke 1:35, the Holy 


Spirit did the impossible, and Mary- 


became the mother of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ. 


TESTIMONY OF JOSEPH 


It was well known in her community 
that Mary was with child before her 
marriage to Joseph. Her predicament 
was embarrassing in the extreme. She 
was found with child (Matt. 1:18). She 
could no longer hide the fact. How 
tongues began to wag as her name was 
mentioned with derision! Of course no 
one would believe her unlikely story, 
and even Joseph had decided to put her 
away privately until an angel from 
Heaven had quieted his fears. 

Since the child did not belong to 
Joseph, it would have been unlawful 
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for him to have accepted her as his 
bride. In fact, she was under the death 
penalty according to the law and some 
satisfactory explanation had to be given 
before he could accept her (Deut. 22: 
20-30). God Himself did this by send- 
ing an angel to inform Joseph that she 
was with child of the Holy Spirit. 
Joseph’s action testified that he was sat- 
isfied that the child was conceived by 
the Holy Spirit. 


TESTIMONY OF THE APOSTLE JOHN 


Some tell us that John, in his Gospel, 
is silent on the Virgin Birth and there- 
fore it must not be true. But the doc- 
trine of the Virgin Birth was well 
known and widely taught when his 
Gospel was written. If it were a false 
doctrine John would have refuted it 
and would not permit us to believe that 
the Word, who in the beginning was 
God, “was made flesh” through a virgin 
of Israel. His silence is mute evidence 
that he knew it to be a fact. 


TESTIMONY OF THE SUPERNATURAL 


“Thou art the Christ, the Son of the 
living God,” rang Peter’s testimony. 

“Flesh and blood hath not revealed 
it unto thee, but my Father which is in 
heaven,” replied his Lord (Matt. 16:17). 

A supernatural revelation would have 
been unnecessary if He were the son of 
Joseph. 


TESTIMONY OF PSYCHOLOGY 


Mary “was found with child” (Matt. 
1:18). 

An older member of the family is 
always indignant in such a case, but 
Mary’s cousin, Elisabeth, cried, “Blessed 
art thou among women” (Luke 1:42). 

Such girls always want to remain in 
hiding. They never rejoice. But in 
rapturous joy, Mary cried, “My soul 
doth magnify the Lord” (Luke 1:46). 


(To be continued) 


The “Ever-Present Absentee” 


And how one teacher overcame him 


ISS SMITH, who had always 

thought that those who do not 
drive cars are automatically prevented 
from doing anything about absentees, 
noted that an unusual number were not 
in her class one particular Sunday—and 
suddenly she became acutely aware of 
the “ever-present absentee.” 

“There must be other ways to meet 
the absentee problem than visiting or 
an occasional card,” she thought. And 
then she prayed, and started on Mon- 
day to do something, for she had seen 
how soon an “occasional” absentee can 
become “habitual,” and finally will stop 
coming at all! 

She started by telephoning those who 
could be reached by that method, and 
writing cards to those who could not. 
She assumed in her talking and writing 
that the absent ones were ill or they 





By ILA R. MONDAY 


would have been in Sunday schbol! 
Instead of the conventional “we missed 
you” cards, she wrote personal ones, 
mentioning to Sally, who liked to draw, 
that they were hoping for a poster from 
her in this present class study of “The 
Church.” She reminded John that his 
neatness in figures had made her decide 
to let him check the charts each Sunday. 
To Helen, who had a gardener’s eye, she 
said that the potted hyacinths in the 
room seemed to have grown an inch 
this week! She attached small religious 
seals to the cards, and reminded the 
telephone contacts that she would see 
them this coming Sunday. But she did 
not stop there! 

To those who were not present the 
next Sunday, she typed notes, using gay 
note paper, and long business envelopes 

(Continued on page 929) 
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LESSON 13. DECEMBER 28. JESUS ACKNOWLEDGED AS THE 


CHRIST 


Mark 8:27 to 9:1; printed text, 8:27-35 
Golden Text.—Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God.—Matt. 16:16 


THE KING JAMES VERSION 
Mark 8:27 And Jesus went out, and his disciples, into the 
towns of Caesarea Philippi: and by the way he asked his dis- 
ciples, saying unto them, Whom do men say that I am? 
28 And they answered, John the Baptist: but some say, 


Elias; and others, One of the prophets. 


29 And he saith unto them, But whom say ye that I am? 
And Peter answereth and saith unto him, Thou art the 


Christ. . 


30 And he charged them that they should tell no man of me. 
35 For whosoever will save his life shall lose it; but who- 


soever shall lose his life for my sake and the gospel’s, the 


him. ’ 


31 And he began to teach them, that*the Son of man must 
suffer many things, and be rejected of the elders, and of the 
chief priests, and scribes, and: be killed, and after three days 


rise again. 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By C. J. Woodbridge, Ph.D. 


Approach. to ‘the Lesson 8 


IMON Peter’s confession, “Thou’ art 

the Christ, the Son of the living 

God” (Matt. 16:16), is a peak in 
the mountain range of the Gospels. It 
is a turning point in our Lord’s earthly 
career. 

Up to this point Christ had been mov- 
ing among the people, preaching, teach- 
ing, and healing. He had _ repeat- 
edly demonstrated His divine wisdom, 
mercy, and compassion. But now He 
was about to reveal to His disciples 
something new. He was going to tell 
them that His way to a crown was the 
rugged highway of a cross, that His 
road to glory was via rejection, suffer- 
ing, and ‘death. 

This would be a startling disclosure. 
But there was more to it. He would 
tell the disciples that they would be 
called upon to deny themselves and _to 
follow their blessed Lord even unto 
death. The dark shadow of Calvary 
would fall across their paths as well 
as His. : 

The Twelve needed to be braced to 
receive this’ breath-taking revelation. 
They needed a -deep and unshakable 
conviction that the person who would 
* be put to death and rise from the dead 
was indeed the promised Messiah,. the 
eternal Son of God. They needed cer- 
tainty that the one who was to summon 
them to unfailing devotion and passion- 
ate loyalty was the Lord of creation 
and destiny. 

“But whom say ye that I am?” (Mark 
8:29.) Our Lord’s question was direct 
and pointed. Popular opinion concern- 
ing Him might be confused or -inade- 
quate. But the Twelve had to know 
beyond the shadow of doubt who He 
actually was. .They had been with Him 
for nearly two years. Had it really 


that be of men. 


32 And he spake that saying openly. And Peter took him, 
and began to rebuke him. 

33 But when he had turned about and looked on his disci- 
ples, he rebuked Peter, saying, Get thee behind me, Satan: for 
thou savourest not the things that be of God, but the things 


34 And when he had called the people unto him with his 
disciples also, he said: unto them, Whosoever will come after 


me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow 


same shall save it. 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the International 
Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by Inter- 
national Council of Religious Education, 
s  S Ss x 


dawned on them that He was the prom- 
ised deliverer? Did they truly know 
that in Christ deity was in their midst? 
Their ability to receive the astonishing 
announcement concerning the coming 
cross, the empty tomb, and the chal- 
lenge to uncompromising commitment, 
depended upon their confidence that 
the Holy One who now addressed them 
was forever the Son of God. 


Verse by Verse 
Mark 8:27.—“Jesus went out . . . into 


. the towns of Caesarea Philippi... he 


asked his disciples . . . Whom do men 
say that -I am?” Caesarea Philippi, 
near the source of the Jordan River 
above the Sea of Galilee, was given 
its name by Philip, tetrarch of Trach- 
onitis, in honor of Caesar Augustus. 
Qur Lord had. been with His disciples 
for nearly two years. Before declaring 
the news of His coming rejection He 
gives them an opportunity to affirm 
their confidence in His Messiahship. 

Verse 28.—‘“They answered, John the 
Baptist ... Elias . . . One of the proph- 
ets.” The variety of opinions indicates 
(1) that Christ was held in wide es- 
teem; (2) that His perfections were 
many-sided. His stern denunciations re- 
minded the people of fiery prophets 
of old. His tender solicitude recalled 
the pleas of Jeremiah. Many Jews be- 
lieved that the coming Messiah would 
send Elijah as His herald before Him. 
In the Lord Jesus some seemed to see 


‘this advance agent. 


Verse 29.—“He saith .. . whom say 
ye that Iam, .. Peter answereth... 
Thou art the Christ”’ Peter’s. impet- 
uosity is obvious.. For his fuller state- 
ment see Matthew 16:16. This was a 








Dr. Woodbridge has Pare printed, 
loose-leaf outline studies of all the New Tes 
tament Books. These are for personal Bib‘e 
study and teaching. If interested, write for 
a descriptive folder to Dr. C. J. Woodbridge, 
P.O. Box 55, Altadena, Calif. 


climax in our Lord’s dealings with His 
disciples. Peter was the voluntary 
spokesman for the Twelve. The months 
of close association with Christ had 
convinced them that He was indeed the 
anointed one of God, predicted in the 
Old Testament as the coming deliverer. 


Verse 30—‘“He charged them that 
they should tell no man of him.” Mis- 
conceptions concerning the Messiah’s 
mission abounded. Some regarded Him 
as a political liberator. To have de- 
clared Himself publicly as Messiah at 
this juncture would have been useless 
and dangerous. 


Verse 31—‘“He began to teach 
that the Son of man must suffer ... be 
rejected . and be killed, and after 
three days rise again.” This was a 
fresh step in the Saviour’s revelation 
to His disciples. The way to the crown 
was via the cross. The Greek word 
“rejected” implies a purposeful repu- 
diation after due consideration. Only 
as. the disciples were certain of our 
Lord’s Messiahship were they prepared 
to believe (1) the astonishing statement 
about His death; (2) His words about 
a supernatural resurrection. “Elders” 
is a general designation of members of 
the Sanhedrin, the supreme council of 
the Jews. Chief priests (see Acts 23: 
1-6) and scribes (copyists, lawyers) also 
participated in the council. 

Verse 32—“He spake ,that saying 
openly. . .. Peter took him, and began 
to rebuke him.” Christ’s declaration 
was to all the Twelve. Peter drew 
Him aside to scold Him. The disciples 
were not ready after all for their Lord’s 
catastrophic announcement. 

Verse 33.—“When he had turned about 
.. . he rebuked Peter ... Get thee be- 
hind me, Satan . . . thou savourest not 
the things .. . of God, but .. . of men.” 
Christ chides Peter in the presence of 
the Twelve. To ;rebuke” (vv. 32, 33) 
implies stern scolding. Peter’s outlook 
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was still human. His remark to Christ 
was Devil-inspired. He wanted his 
Lord to be acclaimed, not crucified. 
He desired no detour via death on the 
royal highway to Messianic victory. 
Verse 34—“. . . he said unto them, 
Whosoever will come after me, let him 


deny himself, and take up his cross, . 


and follow me.” Christ had just an- 
nounced His coming death. The dis- 
ciple is not better than his Lord. Self- 
denial, not self-seeking, must be his 
motive. To “take up the cross” does 
not mean merely patient enduring of 
trials; it signifies crucifixion of self, the 
old nature, as over against worldly 
desires. Christ was (1) laying down a 
high spiritual standard; (2) warning of 
coming persecution. 


Verse 35.—“Whosoever will save his 
life shall lose it . . . whosoever shall 
lose his life for my sake and the gos- 
pel’s, the same shall save it.” Both 
physical and spiritual life are seen here. 
The self-centered effort to preserve 
one’s physical life, far from guarantee- 
ing security, actually endangers it. Self- 
sacrifice may result in bodily death, 
but when exhibited by a believer for 
Christ’s sake and for the propagation 
of the Gospel, his death leads to eternal 
life. 

The Heart of the Lesson 

Christ Jesus was the divine prophet 
of the ages. Lovingly but fearlessly 
He taught the people, declaring the 
nature and will of God and summon- 
ing them to repentance and faith. No 
one who ever lived spoke with more 
force or authority. The popular ver- 
dict in His day was that John the 
Baptist, Elijah, or Jeremiah had re- 
appeared, paving the way for the Mes- 
siah of Israel. 

But man is a sinner. He needs more 
than advice, no matter how clear or 
persuasive that advice may be. He 
needs a Saviour. The Lord Jesus called 
His generation “adulterous and sinful” 
(Mark 8:38). He came into the world 
not only to point men to God in His 
teachings, but also to bring men to 
God by His vicarious death on their 
behalf. He came not to win popular 
acclaim as a mighty prophet, but to 
win men to God through His priestly 
work on Calvary. Despised and re- 
jected of men, he was “delivered for 
our offenses, and was raised again for 
our justification” (Rom. 4:25). 

Simon Peter was willing to confess 
that the Lord Jesus was more than a 
mere prophet; He was the Messiah (the 
Christ, the anointed one of God). But 
he stumbled at the thought of sacrifice 
and death. He rebuked the Saviour 
and was in turn rebuked. He wanted 
the crown, but not at the price of the 
cross. 

Three 
phasis. 

First, it is not enough to accept the 
prophetic, preaching, teaching ministry 
of Christ. No matter how sublime that 
ministry was, it leaves man in his sins. 
We must accept the Saviour’s priestly, 
atoning, sacrificial ministry on our be- 


important truths need em- 
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Last Week’s Lesson 


12. December 21.—Joy at the 
Saviour’s Birth. Luke 1:26-56; 2:1-20 


Next Week’s Lesson 


1. January 4.—Jesus Calls Forth Faith. 
Mark 9:2-29; Matthew 17:14-18 








. 


half—His substitutionary death for our 
sins. 

Second, the loyal follower of Christ 
must lead a life of self-denial and sac- 
rifice (Mark 8:34-38). He lives with 
eternity’s values in view. He is more 
concerned about the integrity of his 
soul, the treasure laid up for him in 
Heaven, and his Heavenly Father’s ap- 
probation than about the length of his 
physical life or his transient successes 
in the world. 

Third, acceptance of Christ’s saving 
work on our behalf and the life of 
self-sacrifice which such acceptance en- 
tails all depend upon the identity of 
the person who died for sinners and 
called them to self-denial. If the Lord 
Jesus had been merely an Elijah we 
would have no Gospel of salvation. But 
He was in truth the “Christ, the Son 
of the living God.” Praise the Lord! 
Our salvation is assured. Our personal 
devotion to the Saviour is valid. 


Outline of the Lesson 

1. Christ’s identity (Mark 8: 27-29). 

2. Christ’s coming rejection (v. 31). 

3. Christ’s rebuke of Peter (vv. 32, 33). 

4. Christ’s teaching concerning sacrifice 
of self (vv. 34-38). 


Topics for Development 

Satan’s Devices. The Devil despises 
the things of God. He seeks to impede 
the progress of the divine will. One 
of his cleverest ruses is to use men as 
his tools. He confuses their thinking, 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By C. J. Woodbridge, Ph.D. 


T opinions concerning Christ 

\\ were popularly held in His day? 

2. What is meant by “the Christ”? 

3. Why did the Son of man have to 
suffer and ‘die? 

4. Why did Peter rebuke his Lord? 

5. In what respect Was Peter’s re- 
buke of Christ reminiscent of our Lord’s 
temptations in the wilderness? (Matt. 
4:1-11.) 

6. Does taking up one’s cross mean 
simply denying oneself things of this 
life? 

7. Who will accompany Christ when 
He returns in glory? 

8. For what twofold cause should 
one be ready if necessary to lose his 
life? 

9. What is the connection between 
Christ’s person and His death on our 
behalf? 

10. In this lesson how does the Lord 
Jesus characterize “this gener- 
ation”? 

(Answers on page 928) 
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inspires them with base motives, and 
uses them as instruments in the accom- 
plishment of his foul purposes. 

Who prompted Judas to betray 
Christ? The Devil put the idea into 
his heart (see John 13:2): “And after 
the sop Satan entered into him” (John 
13:27). Who “is transformed into an 
angel of light,” and has his ministers 
who are similarly disguised? The Devil 
(see 2 Cor. 11:13-15). And who per- 
suaded Peter if possible to interrupt 
Christ’s progress to Calvary? Satan 
(see Mark 8:33), who through the lips 
of Simon would tempt the Messiah, as 
he did years before (see Matt. 4:8-10) 
to evade the excruciating experience 
of Golgotha. 


Christ’s Glorious Appearing. When 
the Saviour returns to receive His own 
unto Himself in the air, the blessed 
hope of the Church will be wonderfully 
fulfilled (see John 14:3; 1 Thess. 4: 16-18; 
Titus 2:13). But after this happy event 
He will return to earth in judgment 
upon those who were ashamed of Him 
and rejected Him as their Saviour. This 
cataclysmic coming will be “in the 
glory of his Father with the holy 
angels” (Mark 8:38). When this takes 
place Christ will take “vengeance on 
them that know not God, and that 
obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus 
Christ: who shall be punished .. .” 
(study 2 Thess. 1:7-10 with care). 

How important it is not to be 
ashamed of the Saviour! But rather to 
confess Him openly and gladly as the 
Son of God and our blessed Redeemer 
(see Matt. 10:32, 33). 


Practical Applications 

What think ye of Christ? (Study 
Mark 8:27; Matt. 22:42.) The question 
is all-important. Our salvation, hope, 
and confidence depend upon its answer. 
Be sure that your view of the Saviour 
is as high as that presented in the Bible. 
Do not be content with a false or partial 
view. Realize that Christ is, and will 
forever be God. 

What is the focus of your life? Is it 
the world, with its offer of fleeting 
security and pleasure? Or is it the 
eternal destiny of your soul? 

How much are we really doing for 
Christ’s sake and the Gospel’s? (Mark 
8:35.) Do we actually sacrifice our- 
selves, our time, energy, and substance 
for our Lord? 

If we are not ashamed of Christ in 
our hearts, are we letting our neighbors 
know with our lips that we are truly 
His? 

This entire lesson is a challenge to 
total commitment of self to the Saviour 
we dearly love. 


Golden Text 

Matt. 16:16—‘“Thou art the Christ, 
the Son of the living God.” The 
Anointed One, the long-predicted de- 
liverer, was far more than a mere 
prophet. He was the second person 
of the eternal trinity. No human death 
could close His career as Son of the 
living God: He lives forever. 

ALTADENA, CALIF. 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SUGGESTED HyYMNs 


“To God Be the Glory” 
“All the Way My Saviour Leads Me” 
“Beneath the Cross of Jesus’’ 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our 
holy Heavenly Father, we thank Thee 
for the mercies of the year now closing. 
Thou hast been our helper. Be our 
guide and keeper in the year soon. to 
open. Pardon all that has marred our 
lives in this year and lead us into a 
more obedient and faithful life. Enable 
us to profit by this lesson study that we 
may both trust our Saviour’s sacrifice 
for our pardon and make His self-denial 
the pattern of our conduct as His fol- 
lowers. Revive the Christian Church 
that a pure Christianity may flourish 
in our time. Send messengers of the 
Gospel to all who have not heard the 
tidings of a Saviour, and bring the time 
when earth everywhere shall own and 
obey,Him. Bless our homes. Turn our 
unsaved loved ones to Christ. Re- 
store the backslidden and uphold the 
tempted that they may not fall. Grant 
Thy mercy to the sick, Thy comfort to 
the sorrowing, and to all of us hearts 
of love and hands of helpfulness like 
Him who went about doing good. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—In our new sanc- 
tuary there is a large window, part of 
which forms a blue glass cross. On the 
outside, against the background of the 
glass cross, is a cress in wood. This 
twofold cross speaks to me of the 
double message on the cross in today’s 
lesson: the wooden cross _ picturing 
Christ’s cross of sacrifice, and the glass 
cross the Christian’s cross of self-denial. 

FOR ME 


DEATH tc'sts 


These Go Together 
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We have read in verse 31 that Christ 
taught that He “must suffer . . . and be 
killed ... and... rise again.” Then in 
verse 34 He says: “Whosoever will 
come after me, let him deny himself, 
and take up his cross, and follow me.” 

Never think you can be accepted by 
God for your own goodness. We are 
all too spotted with sin for that. Christ 
died for our sins and in that alone is 
our one sufficient plea for God’s pardon 
and acceptance of us. Trust God to 
forgive and save you, not for any 
fancied goodness of yours, but for the 
sake of your Saviour. 

But then be sure to take up your 
cross as His disciple, dying daily to 
self. As Christ died in loving self-sac- 








Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
mailing, subscription, business, circula- 
tion, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors: and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


rifice and consideration for us, we are 
to live in loving self-forgetfulness and 
consideration of others. A mother will 
deny herself rest and sleep to care for 
her sick child because she loves her 
child. “So we are to deny ourselves for 
others in love to Christ who first loved 
us. 


Cateary, ALTA., CAN. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“And Jesus went out .. . into the 
towns of Caesarea Philippi .. .” (Mark 
8:27). —This, the fifth occasion in our 
Gospel: on which the Lord sought se- 
clusion, was a very important crisis in 
His life. (For the four others, see 3: 
13; 4:35; 6:31; and 7: 24.) 

This beautiful district is some 25 or 
30 miles along the eastern banks of the 
Jordan, under the shadow of Mt. Her- 
mon. 

It was while on the way that the 
Lord Jesus asked His disciples, “Whom 
do men say that I am?” The Lord be- 
ing omniscient never needed to ask a 
question to learn. He asked questions 
to teach! 

The disciples answered, “John the 
Baptist: but some say Elias; and others, 
One of the prophets.” They all agreed 
that the Son of man was a good, great, 
and influential person—but they did 
not say He was their Messiah. Is not 
this proof positive that apart from a 
divine revelation, man does not know 
who Jesus is? 

People who believe in “Comparative 
Religions” still say He was simply a 
great leader like Socrates, Buddha, Con- 
fucius, or Mohammed. 


“What think ye of Christ? is the test, 

To try both your state and your scheme; 
You cannot be right in the rest 

Unless you think rightly of Him. 

As Jesus appears in your view, 

As He is beloved or not, 

So God is disposed to you 

And mercy or wrath is your lot.” 

C. A. Coates said the old astrono- 
mers found the motions of the planets 
quite inexplicable because they re- 
garded the earth as the center of the 
solar system, if not of the universe. 
Not till a bold free mind (Galileo) 
traveled forth into space and found a 
new center were harmony and order 
seen to reign where all had seemed 
confusion before. 


“But whom say ye that I am?” (Mark 
8:29.) —Peter answered this greatest of 
all questions: “Thou art the Christ.” 
The Christ is the Messiah, the anointed. 

In his “Storms and Starlight” (Scrip- 
ture Press, Wheaton, IIl., $2.50), Dr. V. 
R. Edman says: “The Lord Jesus still 
asks the same searching question of 
every heart, ‘Who do ye say that I am?’ 
Is He Creator or creature? the Messiah 
or a mistaken enthusiast? the Revealer 
or a revealer? the Light or the brightest 
of many human luminaries? the Son of 
God or the illegitimate offspring of a 
Galilean peasant girl? the Prophet or 
a pretender? the Priest or an upstart 
prophet who was crucified because he 
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was incautious? the Mediator or one of 
many whose prayers avail for us? the 
Christ or a crucified convict? the Sav- 
iour or just a way-shower in whose 
footsteps we should seek to follow? 

“The difference in our reply is the 
distance between truth and error, light 
and darkness, wisdom and _ ignorance, 
salvation and sin, heaven and hell; and 
between the two concepts there is a 
-great gulf. For my part, I stand with 
Peter, ‘Thou art the Christ,’ and in that 
unreserved confession of faith all else 
Christian is included.” 

“And he began to teach them, that 
the Son of man must suffer...” (Mark 
8:31).—He forbade the disciples to pre- 
sent Him as the Messiah any longer, 
and began to teach them of His ap- 
proaching rejection, murder, and resur- 
rection. 

“A new note in the teaching of our 
Lord was sounded,” says Dr. G. C. 
Morgan. “He began .. . to show unto 
His disciples, how that He must suffer; 
and the use of the word began there, 
and the emphasis I place upon it are 
warranted. Never before had He talked 
of His coming Cross or suffering. Never 
before had He spoken of the resur- 
rection which should crown the Cross. 
Never before had He spoken of the 
second advent. All this teaching began 
then. The supreme note of the teach- 
ing was that of the Cross.” 

“And Peter took him, and began to 
rebuke him” (Mark 8:32).—That the 
Lord Jesus should “suffer many things, 
and be rejected of the elders, and of 
the chief priests, and scribes, and be 
killed, and after three days rise again,” 
was unthinkable to Peter; therefore he 
rebuked Him. 

The Lord had to rebuke Peter se- 
verely, for in this matter Satan was 
influencing him. Peter’s mind was not 
on the purpose of God, but on the 
things that be of men. This should 
reveal to us what an extremely serious 
matter it is not to consider aright the 


rejection, death, and resurrection of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. 
“For whosoever will save his life 


shall lose it .. .” (Mark 8:35).—They 
thought the Messiah they were follow- 
ing was to be received and crowned 
on earth; whereas He was to be killed 
and rise again, and return to Heaven. 

This meant a radical change in their 
thinking.» Now a disciple must take 
up his cross and follow a rejected Lord; 
and be willing to lose his life for Him, 
and for His Gospel! 


Wawona, CALIF. 
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Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, Simon Peter made mis- 

takes—grievous ones—but he had 
the honor of uttering a statement that, 
being certified by the Lord Jesus, Him- 
self, became the bedrock foundation of 
the Christian church. When Jesus 
asked the disciples, “Whom do men 
say that I am?” some answered, “They 
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say you are Elijah”; others said, “John 
Then He asked, “But 
whom say ye that I am?” It was then 
that Simon Peter exclaimed, “Thou art 
the Christ’! In Matthew’s account of 
this incident, Jesus said: “Blessed art 
thou, Simon Bar-jona: for flesh and 
blood hath not revealed it unto thee, 
but my Father which is in Heaven. 
And I say unto thee . . . upon this rock 
[testimony] I will build my church; 
and the gates of hell shall not prevail 
against it.” 

It is a startling and challenging fact 

that God chooses to do His mighty 
work through the testimony of frail’ 
human beings. But after rising to such 
a height, Peter so miserably floundered 
that Jesus said to him, “Get thee behind 
me, Satan: for thou savourest not the 
things that be of God, but the things 
that be of men.” And after that he 
denied his Lord in the courtyard of 
the palace of the high priest, with 
swearing and cursing. That was where 
Peter reached his lowest, then repented 
with bitter tears and the Lord lifted 
him back into place. 
- When Paul cried out to God, plead- 
ing that He would remove the “thorn” 
from his flesh, God said to him, “My 
grace is sufficient’ for thee, for my 
strength is made perfect in weakness.” 
And so it was with Peter. Peter had 
plenty of weakness, but he emptied 
himself in penitence and the Holy Spirit 
filled him with new power and that 
made a new man of him. 

The Psalmist said, “I had rather be a 
doorkeeper in the house of my God, 
than to dwell in the tents of wicked- 
ness” (Psa. 84:10). Let me tell you an 
interesting story that illustrates the 
point. 
nut double doors of a fine old country 
church. My host said, “Where do you 
suppose we got the material for those 
doors?” Then he told me it came from 
the mudsills and girders of am old dis- 
tillery which had been operated for 
years within a stone’s throw of the 
church. Here was the story of a Gos- 
pel triumph. Long years ago, the 
owner of the distillery was petitioned 
by the church not to build so close by. 
He replied that if the church did not 
want to be so close to his distillery, the 
church itself could move to some.-other 
place. The church did not- move. It 
was a test of endurance between the 
forces af evil and the forces of right- 
eousness. After nearly a century there 
is only a scar to show where the dis- 
tillery- stood; while the church, recently 
remodeled by an enthusiastic congre- 
gation, crowns the knoll-in a beautiful 
grove, more stately and attractive than 
ever. 
pulpit and new pipe organ in interest 
and beauty are the solid walnut double 
doors. 

Was it not a pity to see those splendid 
walnut trees cut down to make floor 
beams for a distillery? Here was tim- 
ber fit to adorn the palacés of kings, 
serving as a floor to the slush and foul- 
smelling swill of fermenting vats. One 
can almost imagine it crying out in 
protest, thus being nailed down to its 


I stood admiring the solid wal-. 


And second only to its handsome 
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humiliation. But there came a day 
when the lowly was exalted—the cap- 
tive was released; released not only 
from the muck of a distillery floor, but 
to high service—even to adorn the 
portals of God’s church, and to swing 
in and out with the ever-increasing tide 
of God’s grace. 

Jesus told the congregation in Naz- 
areth that this was what He came for: 
to proclaim release to the captives, 
sight to the blind, liberty to the bruised, 
and good news to the poor. They did 
not realize ,what big meaning was in 
that. They simply treated Him as an 
impostor and thrust Him out. I wonder 
if we might not be in danger of making 
the same mistake, fellows. We may be 
thinking of Jesus merely as a reformer, 
when as a matter of fact,.He is a great 
transformer. He changes men com- 
pletely. He makes even a_ greater 
change in them than from distillery 
mudsills to.church doors. He changes 
the bent of their minds, their desires, 
their occupations, and their eternal des- 
tiny. He can do that for you—right 
now. 


WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


AST week we talked of the joy the 
Saviour’s birth brings to all who 
love Him. The two great causes’ for 
rejoicing are: who He is and what He 
accomplished by His coming. 
Who Jesus is, comes first. If He had 
been only a man, He could not have 


atoned for the sins of more than one - 


person. The most a sinless man could 
do, would be to give his life in the 
place of one other. But because Jesus 
was God, as well as man, His death was 
of infinite value. 

Thére are four 
in the Scripture we will read today. 
The Lord Jesus and His disciples were 
walking along the road together when 
He asked the first two. Find the first 
question in Mark 8:27. (“Whom do 
men say that I am?”) Of course Jesus 
knew the answer, because no thought 
can be hidden from Him, but He ‘was 
preparing their minds for His next 
question. . 

What three answers did the disciples 


give? (John the Baptist, Elijah, one 
of the prophets.) All these answers 
showed .that the people considered 


Jesus a great and holy man. Many un- 
saved people in the world today would 
‘agree with that. But a person can be- 
lieve that Jesus was the most wonder- 
ful man who ever lived, and yet go to 
hell. , 

Read the second question Jesus asked. 
(“Whom say ye.that I am?”) That is 
the most important question ever asked. 
What is your answer? Read Peter’s. 
(“Thou art the Christ.”) When Peter 
said that, he meant that he knew Jesus 
fulfilled all the Old Testament proph- 
ecies concerning the coming Messiah 
and Saviour. Turn to Matthew 16:16 


important questions 
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where ‘the rest of Peter’s answer is 
given. (“The Son of the living God.”) 
Let us repeat the whole of Peter’s an- 
swer, till we know it by heart. What 
did Jesus say, in Matthew 16:17, about 
Péter’s answer? (That His Father had 
revealed this to Peter.) Right. 

Until Peter and the other disciples 
realized who Jesus was, they could not 
understand the great salvation He had 
come to bring. But as soon as Peter 
made that great confession, what did 
Jesus begin to teach? See Mark 8:31. 
(About His coming death.‘and resur- 
rection.) Peter did not like this at all. 
He wanted Jesus to reign as King of the 
Jews and to drive out their Roman 
masters. Satan used Peter’s desire for 
this to make him try to turn Jesus 
aside from going. to the cross. The 
Lord knew this was the voice of Satan 
and so He rebuked him. : 

Is it not strange that one minute 
Peter’s voice should be proclaiming that 
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the liv- 
ing God, and the next minute be re- 
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buking his Lord? Sometimes we Chris- 
tians are like that. When we let the 
Holy Spirit use us, we are able to wit- 
ness for Christ. But when we turn our 
eyes to the things of the world, we be- 
come hindrances to our Saviour’s cause. 

Read verse 34. Here the Lord Jesus 
gave an invitation to His disciples and 
to all who heard His call, to come and 
listen. What did He invite them to do? 
(To deny themselves, and follow Him.) 
This may not have seemed an attractive 
offer, because people naturally want to 
please themselves. But in verse 35 
Jesus gave His reasons for asking them 
to deny themselves, take up their cross 
and follow Him. Supposing you say, 
“No, I won’t deny self and follow 
Christ.” Some day your life will be 
over, and what will you have to show 
for it? But if you follow Christ, deny- 


ing yourself, you will reap rich rewards 


forevermore. 

Read verse 36. I wish this verse 
were framed and hung up where it 
would meet the eye of everyone who 
thinks more of making money than of 
being ready to meet God. I know peo- 
ple who have given their whole lives 
to money-making, getting grand homes 
and cars, and then have lost their lives 
before they could enjoy them! If they 
died unsaved, they would now. give all 
they ever possessed to save their souls, 
but it is too late. While we still have 
time, let us accept the Lord Jesus Christ 
as our Saviour, and then, denying our- 
selves, follow Him. If we do this, we 
will be glad forever. 

This week have your little pupil 
read Story 6 from his book. Add the 
words little and boy to the list of those 
he already knows. Review the sounds 
of s, c, and t. Teach the sound of b 
by showing him that boat and boy start 
with this letter. Ask him to tell you 
other words that start with this same 
sound. Then teach him Acts 16:31 
and explain what it means to believe 
on the Lord Jesus Christ. It is very 
important that our children learn to 
know who Christ is, and. then place 
their trust in Him and in His death on 
the cross. 


The book “Stories I Can Read Myself About 
the Lord Jesus,"’ mentioned above, may be pur- 
chased for 50c this quarter from V. D. Gunder- 
son, Ferndale, Wash. 


FERNDALE, WASH. 


* 
The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the year 1959 
may be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 


Built on His Deity.—Thou art the 
Christ, the Son of the living God (Matt. 
16:16, Golden Text). The Lord Jesus 
built His Church on the great central 
fact of Christianity, which is His deity; 
not on the example of Christ nor on 
Christ as a good Man or a great 
.Teacher, but on Christ as the eternal 
Son of the living God.—From “Unshak- 
able Things,” by Dr. Louis T. Talbot. 
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Sent by the Rev. Guru Manickam, 
Woriur, Trichinopoly, S. India. Prize 
illustration. 


What Do You Think of Christ?—But 
whom say ye that I am? (Mark 8:29.) 
I once asked a man what he thought of 
Christ, and he replied frankly that he 
never thought of Him at all. Then I 
inquired of him when he was born. He 
told me the year of his birth, and I 
then gaid, “B.C. or A.D.?” He smiled, 
but I kept on, repeating soberly, “Be- 
fore Christ or after Christ?” He was 
silent, and I continued, “Have you been 
dating letters for twenty intelligent 
years without even reflecting that you 
were daily commemorating the birth 
of Jesus Christ? Have you actually 
formed no opinion concerning that One 
whose advent among men changed the 
reckoning of time, whose birth shook 
the race into a new era, as His cruci- 
fixion shook the planet with a new 
earthquake?”—From Choice Gleanings 
Calendar. Sent by Grace Robinson, 
Topeka, Kans. 


He Went All the Way.—And he began 
to teach them, that the Son of man 
must suffer many things (Mark 8:31). 
Two of God’s handmaidens became es- 
tranged from each other. With the 
passing of time, the ill will hardened 
into bitter hatred. The pastor visited 
one day in the home of one of the em- 
bittered women. She began to talk 
most unkindly about the other woman. 
The pastor listened silently, praying the 
while that God would somehow inter- 
vene in the ugly situation. When the 
woman had said everything mean she 
could say about the other woman, the 
pastor asked softly, “Did Mrs. M— press 
cruel thorns on your brow?” “Why, 
indeed, she didn’t!” replied the wrathful 
woman. “Did she spit in your face, and 
did she drive cruel spikes through your 
hands and feet?” Silence ensued for a 
moment. Then the eyes, which had 
flashed with hatred, became suffused 
with penitent tears. Weeping, the 
woman said, “Oh, pastor, I see it! How 
wicked I have been in allowing hatred 
for my sister to rankle in my cold, sin- 
ful heart!” A _ session of prayer fol- 
lowed, and in a short time, two of God’s 
children were confessing their sins and 
asking forgiveness of each other.—From 
Gospel Herald. Sent by Paul R. Metz- 
ler, Springfield, Ala. 


He Little Knew.—But when he had 
turned about and looked on his dis- 
ciples, he rebuked Peter (Mark 8:33). 
When Peter hailed the Saviour as the 
promised Christ of God, he little knew 
the path of death our blest Redeemer 
trod; he little knew the misery, the 
endless woe and loss, the heaped-up 
sin of all the world converged upon the 
cross. When Peter hailed Messiah, alas! 
he little knew the treachery of Judas, 
the Pharisaic crew, his own so base 
denial, the people’s mocking cries as- 
sailing their Redeemer as on the cross 
He dies. When Peter owned the Sav- 
iour, how swiftly he forgot the Lord’s 
prophetic warning of His foes’ infernal 
plot, that clear, exalted vision of the 
Godhead sacrificed, and all men drawn 
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in worship to the lifting up of Christ! 
When Peter owned the Saviour and 
won the Saviour’s praise, how soon he 
made reversal of terror and amaze, 
how soon he spoke as Satan and dared 
rebuke his Lord, the cross uncompre- 
hended, -the agony abhorred! When 
Peter made confession of his Saviour 
and his King, he little knew what part 
he had in Christ’s dire suffering; that 
he himself must sacrifice, his lower self 
deny, take up his cross and follow 
Christ and with the Saviour die. When 
Peter made confession, when he spoke 
that faithful word, he little knew what 
now he knows, the glory of his Lord. 
As now in realms eternal he sees that 
glory shine, he knows the endless splen- 
dor of the Sacrifice Divine—From 
Amos R. Wells, in The Sunday School 
Times. Sent by Albert Mygatt, Blue 
Springs, Nebr. 


What Do You Expect?—Whosoever 
will come after me, let him deny him- 
self, and take up his cross (Mark 8:34). 
I recently read of a soldier, a stalwart, 
who had been a prize fighter in his un- 
saved days. He was a terror to his 
regiment, but God saved him. Some 
of his buddies began to ridicule him, 
and one of them went so far as to throw 
hot soup over him. The whole company 
gazed in almost breathless silence, ex- 
pecting to see the offender mercilessly 
beaten. But after the converted man 
tore open his clothes and wiped his 
scalded breast, he said, “This is what 


» I expected when I became a Christian!” 


What are we expecting—a bed of roses? 
—From Tom M. Olson, in The Sunday 
School Times. Sent by the Rev. W. P. 
Shelley, Sunbury, Pa. 


Packaged Christians.—Whosoever will 
save his life shall lose it (Mark 8:35). 
Too often we live our selfish little lives 
like garden seeds in pretty envelopes. 
There are wonderful pictures on those 
envelopes of what the enclosed seeds 
would produce if sown. I will admit 
that I never saw vegetables as wonder- 
ful as the pictures, but, anyway, there 
will never be anything but a picture 
as long as the seeds stay in the pack- 
age. Our Lord said the grain of wheat 
must be sown, buried, must die, in 
order to come up. multiplied and 
abounding to harvest——From Vance 
Havner, in The Sunday School Times. 
Sent by Elisabeth Edmunds, Hailsham, 
Sussex, Eng. ; 


Who Will Go?—Whosoever shall lose 
his life for my sake and the gospel’s, 
the same shall save it (Mark 8:35). 
“When I was in college,” said a Chris- 
tian worker, “two men were sent to 
West Africa to fill a vacancy. Before 
they had been gone three months there 
came a cable telling us that one was 
dead. In less than another month a 
second cable came saying the second 
was dead. At once the matter was 
announced to the students, and the 
question asked, ‘Who will go to take 
their places?’ Six men offered to go, 
and two were sent. In less than six 
months, these two were dead, and a 
cable came again, and the question was 
again asked, ‘Who will go?’ That oc- 
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casion I shall never forget. It stands 
out as one of the thrilling moments of 
my life. When the question was asked, 
‘Who will go?’ every man in the 
college stood up and said, ‘Send me.’” 
—From Mrs. Andross. Sent by Mrs. 
M. Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 
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For Junior Teachers 


By Ruth E. Dow 


Jesus Is the Christ 
(Mark 8:27-29, 34, 35) 

HE first Christmas was over. Mary 

and Joseph and the Baby went to 
Egypt, then in a few months to Naz- 
areth. (Use a map.) The shepherds 
were back at their work on the hills 
outside of Bethlehem. The Wise Men 
traveled the long route back to their 
eastern lands. Excitement over the 
Baby Saviour died out. In the years 
that followed, the Boy grew up in the 
little town of Nazareth, where no one 
but His parents knew the secret of 
who He was. When He was grown up 
and about thirty years old, a great out- 
door preacher, John the Baptist, bap- 
tized people who wanted their sins for- 
given to be ready for the Kingdom vf 
God. Jesus was baptized, too, and He 
began to preach and teach and do 
miracles. Did people suspect who He 
really was? 

The Lord took a trip with His dis- 
ciples "way.up in the north, to Caesarea 
Philippi. One day He asked them: 
Who do people think I am? What do 
they say? The disciples answered: 
They think You are John the Baptist 
come to life. (He had been killed by 
a wicked king.) But some say You 
are Elijah come back to earth. (He 
had done some wonderful miracles 
hundreds of years before.) Others 
think You are some other of the old 
prophets. Then the Lord Jesus asked 
them the big question—worth more 
than sixty-four thousand dollars to an- 
swer right!—Who do you say I am? 
Did they know the big secret? Peter 
answered right away, “Thou art the 
Christ, the Son of the living God” 
(Matt. 16:16, Memory Verse). 

But there was another secret they 
did not know—a terrible secret which 
Christ knew—that there was a cross 
ahead of Him, and death! But by 
giving up His life He knew He would 
have it again, wonderful resurrection, 
glory life—and millions and millions of 
people of every nation and language 
would have eternal life, too, and live 
forever in Heaven. It would be worth 
all the suffering on the cross and death! 
Did you finish reading your Gospel 
story book before Christmas? Then 
you read about that death and resur- 
rection. 

Now listen to what the Lord said to 
Peter and the disciples and the other 
people around (Mark 8:34). What do 
you think that means? (Parallel each 
phrase by an interpretation on the 
blackboard: “deny himself’—give up 


your own way; “take up his cross”— 
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do the hard thing ahead of you; “fol- 
low me”—do what the Lord would do. 
If you are going to be a real Christian 
in the new year ahead, can you take 
an oath of allegiance to follow Him 
in these ways? It will not always be 
easy, but—listen! (v. 35.) What did 
He mean? Before Christmas we talked 
about cones (or berries) carrying life 
everywhere they went. If the cone 
saves itself all high and dry in our 
wreath or on a shelf, what happens? 
It finally withers and dries, is thrown 
on the dump, and is burned. But sup- 
pose that the seed from the cone sinks 
down ~into the ground, gets wet, per- 
haps freezes, and rots away. Out of 
it grows a new green shoot, full of life 
to live on in the evergreen way. 

Now, Christian soldiers, what will it 
be this coming year? Live your own 
way, or live His way? Every day, at 
home and school and play? Starting 
right now? Then let us tell Him so, as 
each of you prays. And do not forget 
the gift you gave Him last Sunday! 

Move your bookmarks to today’s 
story (Matt. 16:13; Mark 8:27; Luke 
9:18). 

Orono, MAINE. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


AS anyone ever called you on the 
telephone and tried to make you 
guess who was calling? You knew that 
you had heard that voice before. But 
each time you guessed, you were wrong. 
Then the voice mentioned something 
that you and he had done together. 
That did it! You knew at once who 
was talking. Because you had not seen 
his face, you did not know his voice. 
In the very long ago—long before 
there were such things as telephones— 
someone came to earth and lived right 
with the people. But there were many, 
many who, even though they heard and 
saw Him, did not know who He was or 
why He came. Let me tell you about 
it. 

Ever since the very beginning of 
things, men and women had been look- 
ing for the coming of God’s Son. God 
had promised that He would come. God 
always keeps His promises. God's Son, 
the people knew, would be the anointed 
one. Anointing is something about 
which we know little these days. But 
in those long-ago days, it was something 
that was very common. Whenever God 
had a special work for someone to do, 
that person was anointed. That is, one 
of God’s servants poured oil on him, 
prayed for him, and then God’s Spirit 
filed that man and made it possible 
for him to do the thing that God wanted 
him to do. The men in charge of God’s 
house (priests) were anointed (Exod. 
29:7, 21; 30:25). Kings were anointed 
(1 Sam. 16:13). Prophets were anointed 
(1 Kings 19:16). This anointing was 
always commanded by God. 

Because God’s people knew all about 
this, they were always looking for 
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“The Pilgrim Bible 
is the favorite 


in my family of teen-agers and, I must 
confess, my own favorite Bible also. 
I recommend it highly everywhere I 
go. Say what you will, it is just the best 
Bible in print.” 

—JaMeEs W. MERcER, D.D. 


Evangelist, Minneapolis, Minn. 


““1 have found 
the Pilgrim Bible 
most helpful... 


the cross-references invite the com- 
parison proper for interpreting Scrip- 
ture by Scripture. This combination of 
scholarship and simplicity and faith in 
the Word is most refreshing.” 


—PIERSON CURTIS, Master, 
The Stony Brook School, Stony Brook, N. Y. 


““1 have used 
the Pilgrim Bible 
constantly 


ever since it was published. All the 
footnotes and references have been 
very informative and helpful. It has 
been a privilege to recommend it.” 


—REV. JOHN B. MARCHBANKS 
Sec. Southern Bible Testimony 





The Pilgrim Bible explains God’s Word 
while you read. All notes, helps, etc. are 
presented with utmost simplicity and appear 
on the same page with the verse to which 
they refer. Dr. E. Schuyler English and 37 
contributors produced this annotated edi- 
tion of the AUTHORIZED KING JaAMEs VER- 
SION. 

THE PILGRIM EDITION OF THE HOLY BIBLE 

In various bindings from $5.50 at your bookseller 


OxFoRD UNIVERSITY PRESS 
16-00 Pollitt Drive, Fair Lawn, N. J. 
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ROWELL booklets every 
Christian should have! 
© Our Protestant Heritage 
Exposing basic fallacies of 
Roman Church — 15c 
® Seventh-Day Adventism 
Examined — 25c 
CHALLENGE PUB. CO. 
P.O. Box 27 Susanville, Calif. 


Postpaid — Quantity prices 











WANTED: a missionary organization in down- 
town Philadelphia needs a typist or stenographer, 
including general office work. This is an opportunity 
for effective Christian service. Pleasant atmosphere, 
air-conditioned offices. Write to Adv. No. 850, The 
aa School Times, 325 N. 13th Street, Philadelphia 
, Pa. 








SUPPOSE GOD WANTS 


You to pray for the use of His great 
weapon against Communism, the Bible. 
We are now sending Bible study 
courses by mail to many lands. New 
requests received in every mail from 
Africa. Will you pray? Please help us 
answer the appeals from so many seri- 
ous young people in so many lands. 


CARVER BIBLE INSTITUTE, Inc. 


Station A,, Atlanta, Georgia 
Talmage Payne, Director 
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someone special to be the anointed 
one of God. One of God’s prophets, 
Isaiah, referred to the Son of God as 
the one anointed to preach good tidings 
(61:1). God’s people knew that His Son 
would not only bea priest (1 Sam. 2: 
35) but He would also be a king (2 Sam. 
7: 12-16) and a prophet (Deut. 18:15-18). 
Priests, kings, and’ prophets, remember, 
were always anointed for their service. 
That is why God’s people looked for 
someone extra special to be His 
anointed one. ; 
Everyone knew that there would be 
only one Son of God. Others would 
be anointed for one thing and an- 
other, but only one would be the 
Prophet, Priest, and King. Because 
God’s Son would be such an unusual 
person, men and women expected that 
He would be born in a palace and be, 
as kings always were, high above 
everyone else. But God’s Son was born 
in the poorest place of all—a_ stable. 
He lived in the home of a carpenter. 
He worked. How could He be a King? 
This was what God’s people wondered. 
There were some men, however, who 
became disciples of God’s Son. They 
had seen Him perform many miracles. 
They had heard Him teach as no other 
man on earth had ever taught. They 
had watched Him closely day after day. 
They saw that, under all kinds of cir- 
cumstances, He was absolutely perfect. 
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He was holy. He was blameless. He 
was wiser than any human being could 
possibly be. He had power that was 
amazing. The disciples had seen all of 
this with their own eyes. They had 
heard everything He said with their 
own ears. They really did not have to 
guess (as we try to guess when we 
hear a voice on the phone) who this 
one was. They should have known. 

Nevertheless, one day as the Lord 
Jesus Christ and His disciples were 
walking together, He asked them a 
question—a question to which He al- 
ready knew the answer. He wanted 
to hear what they. would say, however. 
So He asked, “Whom do men say that 
I am?” 

There were many answers: “John 
the Baptist,” “Elijah,” “one of the, 
prophets.” All of these were dead. But 
people thought they had come back to 
life. It was easier for them to believe 
that than to believe that God had kept 
His promise and sent His Son. Imagine 
that! 

Then the Lord Jesus asked, “But who 
do you say that I am?” 

It was Peter that replied, “Thou art 
the Christ, the Son of the living God” 
(Matt. 16:16). When Peter used that 
word “Christ,” he was using the same 
word that means anointed. And Peter 
was right! The Lord Jesus Christ is 
God’s anointed Son. He is the Saviour 
who longs for all to come to Him. Have 
you come to Him? 


MILLERSVILLE, Pa. 


x 


This Week’s Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 923) 


1. That He was a great prophet or 
John the Baptist (Mark 8:28). 

2. The anointed one of God, the Mes- 
siah. 

3. For the sins of men. 

4. Peter, inspired of Satan, refused 
to believe that the way of deliverance 
was by way of the cross. 

5. In both cases the Devil’s goal was 
to persuade Christ to evade: the cross. 

6. No. It means the crucifixion of 
self, of the old nature with its corrupt 
desires (cf. Gal. 5:24). 

7. “The holy angels” (Mark 8:38). 

8. For Christ’s sake and the Gospel’s 
(Mark 8:35). 

9. He is Christ, the Son of the living 
God; thus His death perfectly avails 
for the salvation of sinners. 

10. As “adulterous and sinful” (Mark 
8:38). 

ALTADENA, CALIF. 


x. 


I entreat you, give no place to 
despondency. This is a dangerous temp- 
tation—a refined, mot a gross tempta- 
tion of the adversary. Melancholy 
contracts and withers the heart, and 
renders it unfit to receive the impres- 
sions of grace—Madame Guyon. 


.ber may 
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The Young People’s 
_ Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, December 28 


4. -I Have a New Year 
(Eph. 6:10-20; Ezek. 36:25-28) 


Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

YOU were told that you had but 
one year to live, how would you use 
the time? Young people usually do not 
like to think very much about the end 
of life, and the tendency is to feel that 
many long years lie ahead and that 
there is plenty of time to decide how to 
spend them. 

se 

However, without becoming morbid 
and gloomy, planning for the next year 
can be a very worth-while exercise. It 
helps, now and then, to take account of 
stock and see where your time is going 
and to determine how you can use to 
better advantage the year that is ahead. 


ve 

First, with the ‘help of a blackboard 
and the discussion and decision of the 
members of your group, set down what 
you consider to be an ideal day or week, 
with the hours specified for each es- 
sential item such as sleep, eating, exer- 
cise, play, study, family chores, quiet 
time (prayer and Bible study), and the 
like. Is there any time left in the 
schedule that you have set down? How 
should this time be spent? Is there not 
enough time in any day or week to 
complete the various things you have 
listed? What activities: can be curtailed 
without harm to spiritual life, physical 
well-being, or mental development? 

we 

After the ideal schedule has been de- 
cided upon by your group, pass out 
slips of paper and have each member 
present set down opposite the ideal 
schedule the average time, as best he 
or she can remember, that has been 
spent in these or other activities dur- 
ing the days or weeks, as the case may 
be, during the past year. Each mem- 
consider his own personal 
schedule as confidential, if he or she 
wishes, or there may be some who will 
frankly discuss the disparity between 
the ideal schedule that was decided 
upon and their own particular schedule. 
Most of your group will be startlingly 
surprised to see how far they have been 
from even such a hastily prepared ideal 
program as the blackboard shows. 


‘Many will be astounded to find that a 


considerable: number of hours cannot 
be accounted for at all. Some will find 
that they have devoted far too much 
time to unessential things and far too 
little time to things of great importance. 
Few will be truly satisfied that their 
time has been spent as wisely as it 
should have been and to the best ad- 
vantage. . 
ve 
What is the remedy if your particular 
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Lesson for December 28 


schedule needs correction? The first 
step is to recognize that the year ahead 
is one of God’s gracious gifts to you to 
be used as He has already planned 
(Eph. 2:10). The next step is to put 
your times definitely in God’s hands 
(Psa. 31:15) and to ask Him, not to 
bless the plan you have worked out, 
but to show you what His perfect plan 
is (Jas. 1:5). 
ge 

Then go to Him daily for direction, 
correction, and enabling. Trust Him, 
even when you can see only the next 
step ahead, that He is working out His 
plan through you. Wait patiently when 
the way is not clear (Psa. 37:7), and 
then when He shows the way, go ahead 
promptly and fearlessly in the assur- 
ance that He who has “begun a good 
work in you will perform it until the 
day of Jesus Christ” (Phil. 1:6). 

Do not waste time in bemoaning the 
mistakes and failures of the past. Con- 
fess them to God and receive His for- 
giveness (1 John 1:9), and press on, 
trusting Him to strengthen and enable 
you for the future (Phil. 3:13, 14), as 
you count all things but loss for a 
deeper knowledge of Him, and of His 
will for your life. 


PHILADELPHIA. 


x 


Toward the Sunrising 
(Continued from second page) 


that He is journeying “toward the sun- 
rising.” Listen to what He says: “He 
that followeth me shall not walk in 
darkness, but shall have the light of 
life” (John 8:12). Listen to Him when 
the darkness was at its blackest: 
“Father, into thy hands I commend my 
spirit” (Luke 23:46). Listen to Him 
again before His ascension: “Go ye into 
all the world and make disciples of ail 
nations” (Matt. 28:19, marg.). And this 
is His command: “Follow thou me.” 
He knows all there is to know about 
sin, and sorrow, and perplexity, and 
broken hearts, and bruised lives. He 
knows all there is to know about the 
Devil, and his bitteg hatred of God and 
His Kingdom. Yet in the face of it all, 
Jesus refuses to believe in aught but 
certain and ultimate victory. Yes, we 
journey “in the wilderness,” but let 
us see to it that we journey “toward the 
sunrising.” If at the close of another 
year the light of the victorious hope of 
His coming again falls upon the dark 
things of life, there shall be maintained 
in this New Year a brave and coura- 
geous faith that shall carry us through, 
even as Christ Himself was carried 


- through. 


Think of what the sunrise may mean 
for those who have but little hope of 
sunrise—the coming in glory of the 
Lord Jesus. It means the fullness of 
revelation for which every, heart craves. 
Now we know only in part the reason 
for the discipline of pain, the obligation 
of drudgery, the bitterness of loneliness, 
and the experience of sorrow. Oh, the 
inspiration of’ knowing then why God 
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Afraid of being conspicuous because you're hard of hearing? 


How a dramatic new invention revolutionizes concealment of hearing loss: 


Prayers Answered for 
Deaf Who Won't Wear 
Regular Hearing Aids 


By Paul Harvey (oecicnally Famous 


OU’LL BE THRILLED to know that 

you may now hear again with 
NOTHING in either ear. You'll be 
free of self-consciousness, thanks to a 
new miracle invention. 

Scientists at Beltone Hearing Labo- 
ratories created a completely INVISI- 
BLE hearing aid, with no receiver but- 
ton, n@ tube, no mold in either ear. 
There are no cords, no wires. 

If you act promptly, Beltone will 
rush you FREE a fascinating new 
book with all the exciting facts. 

You'll thrill as you read why you 
need no longer deny yourself the joys 
of better hearing for fear of being con- 
spicuous. Now, you may stay actively 
happy in family and social life . . . 
enjoy church, radio, TV, movies. 

You’ll be amazed to see photo- 





graphs which prove that this new miracle 
invention makes overcoming hearing 
loss as easy as putting on a pair of 
glasses. Nothing shows, because every- 
thing is completely hidden inside at- 
tractive, lightweight Beltone Hearing 
Glasses, ideal for many folks who are a 
little hard of hearing. 

I urge you to act today so you can 
receive the remarkable book that re- 
veals the complete dramatic story. 
Why suffer needlessly another day 
from the handicaps, heartaches and 
strain of hearing loss . . . when you 
may now hear clearly again. 


FREE book on request — you owe it to 
yourself to read the valuable book that 
Beltone will rush to you in a plain wrapper. 
Write: Dept. 4-767, Beltone Hearing Aid 
Co., 2900 W. 36th St., Chicago 32. 


This advertisement is published as a public service by Beltone Hearing Aid Co. 








has dealt with us as He has done! In 
His light to see light, so that forever we 


‘praise Him for all that the past. has 


meant to us. If we are journeying 
toward the sunrising, we may be at 
present perplexed as to its details, but 
we need never be uncertain as to is- 
sues, For some, the sunrising may be 
taken as the compensation of divine 
judgment. Very much of the darkness 
and perplexity of life comes through 
imperfect judgments that are passed 
upon us. But in that glad day all will 
be revealed, and we can afford to wait 
for vindication. If you today are suf- 
fering from the smart of injustice, take 
heart of grace, and journey “toward 
the sunrise,” for there will be the cer- 
tain unveiling of all the motives that 
have been misconstrued. 

The sunrising may mean for us the 
goal of every spiritual hope that ani- 
mates our lives today—longed-for holi- 
ness of life; longed-for freedom from sin; 
longed-for cessation from temptation; 
longed-for certainty of victory over all 
that discourages. We journey toward 
the sunrising, and as we draw nearer 
to that glorious light, the light becomes 
greater, and in wat light we understand 
the relationship. of spiritual forces one 
to the other. All our attempts to bring 
the Kingdom of God into other lives 
will be seen in that day in their relation 
to the whole. Yes, you can afford to 
wait for that day, hidden toiler, unap- 
preciated Christian worker. The sun- 


rising will mean for you that you will 
see your own work completed in re- 
lation to His work. Meanwhile, the 
distance between this and the sunris- 
ing is but part of the divine plan, for 
if it were nearer than it is, we should 
give less than the whole of life to the 
task of following the Lord whitherso- 
ever He may lead. And even though 
the river may flow for some of us be- 
tween this and the sunrising, even 
though we may not tarry till He comes, 
we then shall see our Pilot face to 
face, when we have crossed the bar 
(Tennyson) . 

So for your own sake, and for the 
sake of the world around, be sure that 
your feet have been turned into the 
way of His testimonies. Be sure that 
at the cross your sins have been washed 
away. And may every day be bright, 
until that day which never has an end- 
ing, for when that sun rises, it rises to 
set no more! 


% 
The “Ever-Present Absentee” 


(Continued from page 921) 


in which she enclosed the Sunday school 
lesson leaf. Most of them came in, 
but— 

There were. still four absent the third 
Sunday! Miss Smith announced a social 
for the latter part of the next week 
the high light of the evening to be a 
“funny” exchange gift (a false face, a 
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WHAT DOES THE TIMES PUBLISH? 


Many. readers of The Sunday School Times have asked us what other material we publish that would be of help 
to them in their teaching and in their daily Christian living. 
we are listing the booklets, pamphlets, and miscellaneous items published by 


IN ANSWER TO THAT QUESTION 





us and currently carried in stock. Most of these were originally published as 
articles in the Times and were reprinted in individual form because of the many requests received for them. 


Any of them 


may be ordered directly from us at the prices quoted as long as the supply lasts. All prices given include postage. 
Canadian readers may send personal checks drawn on Canadian banks. 


BOOKS 


The Law:.of Liberty in the Spiritual 
Life, By Evan H. Hopkins. 

A reprint of a book regarded by many as 
a classic of holy living and the deeper spir- 
itual life: Long out of print, but now re- 
published for this generation. 

The Rev. Dr. W. H. Griffith Thomas said 
of it, “By far the best book available on the 
subject of holiness.” 

The late Mr. Fred Mitchell, chairman of 
the English Keswick Convention, states in 
the preface that “it has been rightly re- 
garded as the textbook of the Keswick Con- 
vention.” 

One huadred twenty-eight pages, bound in 
blue cloth, $1.50 each. 


The Dawn of the Scarlet Age. By Ed- 
gar Ainslie. 

A very excellent study of the Book of Reve- 
lation. It is now in book form as the 
result of urgent requests from many readers 
who had seen it in serial form in the TIMES. 

Mr. Ainslie gives sane, sound interpretations 
of the many symbols in Revelation, substan- 
tiating his conclusions by Scriptural proof. 

Here is the divine forecast of coming events 
on the earth, of which all Christians should 
be informed. 

One hundred and sixty pages, bound fully 
in red cloth, $2 each. 


Victorious Life Hymns. 

Edited by Charles M. Alexander and the 
Council of the Victorious Life Testimony, 
brings together 275 selected hymns. Cloth 
bound, $1.25 each. 


Charles Gallaudet Trumbull. By Philip 
E. Howard, LL.D. 

A short, intimate biography of the former 
Editor. It contains the entire message of “The 
Life That Wins,’’ which he wrote and which 
has had a world-wide ministry. Cloth bound, 
72 pages, 50 cents. 


BOOKLETS 


A Chemist and His Bible. By Charles 
M. A. Stine, Ph.D., Se.D., LL.D. 


A masterful booklet on the truth and 
wonders of the Bible by a former Director 
of Research for a large industrial corpora- 
tion. Paper bound, 48 pages, 30 cents each. 


A Little Kit of Teachers’ Tools. By 
Philip E. Howard, LL.D. 


An excellent aid to the Sunday school 
teacher. Some Sunday schools have pro- 
vided copies for every teacher. Paper bound, 
_72 pages, 40 cents each; $15 for fifty. 


Is the Higher Criticism Scholarly? By 
Robert Dick Wilson, Ph.D., D.D. 


The central theme of this ‘booklet is that 
every part of the Bible is God's Word. 
Paper bound, 64 pages, 25 cents each. 





PAMPHLETS 


Delivered From Christian Science, By 
May Humpirey Pease. 


The true story of the conversion of a friend 
of the author’s from the errors of Christian 
Science, and how God greatly used her in 
winning others to Christ. 10 cents each; 50 
cents for six; 90 cents a dozen; $3.50 for fifty; 
$6 per hundred. 


The Life That Wins. By Charles Gal- 
laudet Trumbull. 

Over a million have been distrM®uted in the 
English editions. It has been published in 
sixteen other languages. 5 cents each; 35 
cents a dozen; $2.50 per hundred. 


Biblical Parallels in Modern Law. By 
David K. Breed, LL.B. 

A sixteen-page pamphlet by a member 
of the St. Louis Bar on the influence of the 
Bible on modern law. 10 cents each; 50 cents 
for six; 90 cents a dozen; $3.50 for fifty; $6 
per hundred. 


This Earthly House. 

Grant Colfax Tullar set to music a poem 
by Miss Beth Coombe Harris and added a 
chorus. We have made reprints on durable 
linen-weave paper that are ideal for pasting 
in the front or back of your church or Sun- 
day school hymnals. 5 cents each; 35 cents a 
dozen; $1.50 per hundred. 


Perils of the Victorious Life. By 
Charles Gallaudet Trumbull. 

_The perils and pitfalls of the Victorious 
Life are plainly set forth in this twenty- 
page pamphlet. 10 cents each; 90 cents a 
dozen; $3.50 for fifty; $6 per hundred. 


How Should a Child Be Trained? By 
Bishop J. C. Ryle. 


This reprint, in pamphlet form, of the series 


of eight articles published in the T1ImMEs will 
be found most helpful to parents, teachers, 
pastors, and child study groups. 15 cents 
each; $1,50 a dozen; $6.25 for 50; $12 per 
hundred. 


Christian Science and the Bible Com- 
pared. By May Humphrey Pease. 

Christians despairing to witness for Christ 
against Christian Science will find help in 
this able comparison of the false with the 
true. 10 cents each; 50 cents for 6; 90 cents 
for 12; $3.50 for 50; $6 for 100. 


Reviews of the Revised Standard Ver- 
sion of the Bible. By G. Douglas Young, 
Ph.D., and J. Oliver Buswell, Jr., D.D., 
LL.D., Ph.D. 


The reviews were written by two outstanding 
students of Hebrew and Greek. Dr. Young, at 
the time, was professor of Semitic Languages, 
Literature, and History at Shelton College, 
Ringwood, N. J. (has been appointed director 
of the Israel-American Institute of Biblical 
Studies, Inc., Jerusalem, Israel); Dr. Buswell, 
at the time, was president of Shelton College 
and professor of Philosophy and Theology. 
(He is now Dean of the Graduate School of 
Covenant College.) 10 cents each; 50 cents for 
6; 90 cents for 12; $3.50 for 50; $6 for 100. 


Practical Christian Living. By Lieut. 
Gen. William K, Harrison, Jr. 
This is a 24-page pamphlet containing a 


reprint of General Harrison’s articles that 
appeared in the TIMES under the following 
titles : 


1. The Experimental Reality of the 
Believer’s Salvation 
2. Faith As a Principle of the Christian Life 
3. Love in Its Scriptural Sense 
10 cents each; 50 cents-for 6; 90 cents for 
12; $3.50 for 50; $6 for 100. 


The Role of the Sunday School. By J. Edgar Hoover, Director of the Federal 


Bureau of Investigation. 


This reprint of Mr. Hoover’s article on the role of the Sunday school dur- 
ing this period of great crime and juvenile delinquency is printed on a single 


sheet 81x11 inches. 


There is ample white space on the reverse side for 


churches and Sunday schools to stamp or print their names and addresses, 
hours of services, and invitations to attend. 3 cents each; 25 cents for 12; 
$1.50 for 100; $6 for 500; $10 for 1,000. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


Lesson List. 

A handy, pocket-size list of the lessons 
in the International Uniform Series that 
gives the title of each lesson and the Golden 
Text in full. The Primary, Junior, Inter- 
mediate-Senior, and Young People-Adult 
topics are shown. Lists available for 1959. 
20 cents each; $2 a dozen; $16 per hundred. 


Index. 
The eight-page Times Index is a welcome 
companion to the binder. Indexes are avail- 


able for the years 1943 to 1957, inclusive, 
and may be had for 15 cents each. 


Binders for The Sunday School Times 
are available for those who desire a handy, 
inexpensive method of keeping their issues 
of the TIMES in one place. Made of stiff 
binders’ board, covered with dark red buck- 
ram, these binders are an attractive addition 
to any Christian worker's library. Will hold 
issues for one complete year. $1.50 each. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 
325 North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia 5, Pa. 
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Lesson for December 28 


tiny dog collar, a “crazy” puzzle, were 
suggested), and a limit of not more than 
twenty-nine cents to be spent on it. To 
each absent one she wrote about it, and 
gave each of these a job for that even- 
ing, such as making a part of the re- 
freshment, and pleasantly made arrange- 
ments for someone to pick them up! 
They would please telephone her, she 
would be glad to talk to them, she said, 
if they couldn’t make it. She received 
only one call, about a pupil who was 
really ill. The other three came—and 
seemed to enjoy themselves—and were 
back in Sunday school the next Sunday! 

Still there was one. She set to work 
again, letting this one know she was 
not forgotten. She saw that she re- 
ceived the Sunday school paper regu- 
larly—at one time she was given a ride 
out to see her by a neighbor, other times 
she mailed the paper to her with a 
friendly note. 

During this time, she studied to make 
her class lesson more interesting. She 
had no blackboard in the room, so she 
bought an inexpensive one from the toy 
department of a ten-cent store, and 
found it bred ideas. For awhile, she 
allowed each pupil to write his or her 
own individual question about the les- 
son on the board, and receive answers. 
This was received with enthusiasm, and 
when the questions wandered a bit, she 
would persuasively bring them back to 
the lesson theme. When this idea began 
to lag a bit, she scrambled words from 
the lesson and wrote them on the board. 
The pupil who finished first with the 
right answers was allowed to bring the 
scrambled word for the next Sunday’s 
lesson. .'She began to get new ideas as 
she worked, for she wanted to keep 
those pupils she had gained back, and 
to gain more—and she did! 

But she watched closely. The first 
Sunday that even one pupil was miss- 
ing, Miss Smith started “working” on 
him on Monday! And, because of 
prayer, work, persistence and real con- 
cern, Miss Smith’s class has shown the 
largest increase and the least loss of any 
class in the Sunday school! All because 
one day she became acutely aware of 
the “ever-present absentee” and started 
to work on them immediately and in- 
dividually! 

Mr. WasHINGTON, OHIO 
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Scripture Art Calendars 
for 1959 


TTRACTIVE and useful in the 
home as well as in the Sunday 
School classroom, Scripture Art Calen- 
dars have long been used as beautiful 
reminders of the International Uniform 
Sunday School Lesson titles and Scrip- 
ture references for each Sunday of the 
year. 

The 1959 calendar is now ready for 
Mailing. Like earlier editions, it is a 
wall calendar measuring 10 by 16 inches 
with a metal binding and cord for hang- 
ing at the top. On the cover is a 9 by 
13 inch full-color reproduction of An- 
derson’s painting, “Christ and the Chil- 
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dren.” Each of the twelve inside pages, 
in addition to the calendar for the 
month shown in large easy-to-read 
numerals, displays an 8% by 4% full- 
color reproduction of some well-known 
painting of an incident that will be 
studied in the International Uniform 
Lessons for that particular month. 
Among the subjects of these paintings 
will be found: “The Good Samaritan,” 
by Schnorr; “He Is Risen,” by Plock- 
horst; “David Anointed at Bethlehem,” 
by an unknown artist; “Esther,” by 
Stemler; “The Song of the Angels,” by 
Edelfeld. 

In addition to the large calendar 
blocks for the current month, each page 
shows small calendar blocks of the pre- 
ceding and following months. The In- 
ternational Uniform Sunday School 
Lesson titles are given for each Sunday 
with the Scripture reference, a devo- 
tional reading reference, and a memory 
selection for the week. The text for 
the Scripture verse for each weekday 
is printed in full, and, in addition, 
Scripture references are printed for 
daily Bible reading for the entire 
month, following the selections of the 
American Bible Society. 

Many have found these Scripture Art 
Calendars suitable for inexpensive gifts 
for friends or members of Sunday 
school classes and the like. Sunday 
school teachers like them for the con- 
venient reminders of the coming Sun- 
day school lessons, and for the fine color 
reproductions of paintings of Bible 
scenes, which are suitable for framing 
and displaying in the classroom as an 
aid to teaching. 

The calendars are moderately priced 
—35 cents each; 3 for $1; 12 for $3.50; 
25 for $7; 50 for $12; 100 for $22. Prices 
for larger quantities may be had upon 
request. Please ask for the 1959 Scrip- 
ture Art Calendar, and mail your order 
with your name and address and re- 
mittance to The Sunday School Times 
Co., 325 North 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 
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The Blessing of Bible 
Memorizing 
By George T. B. Davis 


O ONE can estimate the marvelous 

blessing that comes to the Chris- 
tian through memorizing the Word of 
God. Dr. James M. Gray, the well- 
known Christian leader, said, “I urge 
every Christian to memorize a portion 
of the Word of God every day.” 

The Bible Success Band is an inter- 
esting and workable plan to eficourage 
Christians everywhere to learn a verse 
of Scripture each day. The Lord has 
wondrously blessed the Bdnd in the 
United States, Great Britain, and other 
countries. 

Each year a beautiful 32-page book- 
let is published containing 365 Scrip- 
ture verses to pe memorized during the 
coming year. The booklet also con- 
tains a helpful message on the value of 
memorizing God’s Word. 

We are glad to announce that the 
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CHRISTIANS: “Let your light shine” by send- 
ing beautiful Scripture cards—Christmas and 
Everyday cards—Notes, Stationery, Boxed. Com- 
plete line every type card. Catalog on request. 
Prov. 17:17—"“A friend loveth at all times.’ 
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BULLETINS 


Bible-art masterpieces and other beav- 
tiful illustrations crown Sunday-by- 
Sunday Bulletins, adding 

dignity to your ape services. Dif- 
ferent cover declan cock week in two 
colors. Four full-color bulletins — 
Thanksgiving, Christmas, Easter, Moth- 
er’s Day — at no extra cost. Delivered 
flat. Size when folded, 52x 82 
Se, 0 TI oc ccccqsesas 95c 

——_ Send for sample bulletin folder 
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STANDARS PUBLISHING 


IS 

THERE 

A 
CHRISTMAS 
IN 

ISRAEL ? 


With Jews still looking for their Messiah 
you might ask: ‘‘Is there a Christmas in 
Israel ?’’ 

This little orphan along with other children 
are needy in Israel. All their lives all they 
have known has been suffering. 

Some of the Yemenite Jews in their great 
exodus to Israel were so undernourished 
they could hardly hold food. They were 
numb from weeks of terror and hope. 

A child of 12 weighed what a youngster of 
four should weigh. This is one of the many 
reasons we are ministering in Israel. God 
has led us to help these little children. We 
believe they are the future missionaries or 
Christian witnesses in Israel. 

Is there a Christmas in Israel? There can 
be—with your help! Hebrew Christians are 
still suffering discrimination. Their chil- 
dren become targets of ridicule. 

Your heart will be rejoicing if at this 
blessed Christmas season you help relieve 
distress and give a little happiness to needy, 
hungry Hebrew Christians in Israel and in 
Europe. Remember especially the little chil- 
dren and the aged Hebrew Christians whom 
we support in Homes. 


F al % 
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Jacob Pelts, INTERNATIONAL 
Hebrew Christian Alliance 


Secretary 
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message for the 1959 Bible Success 
Band booklet has been written by Dr. 
Philip E. Howard, Jr., Editor of THE 
Sunpay Scuoo, Times. It is a stimu- 
lating and inspiring message. en- 
titled “Why Memorize Scripture?” Dr. 
Howard tells how memorizing the Word 
of God strengthens and helps and 
blesses the individual Christian. 

And Dr. Howard himself does what 
he urges others to do. He learns a 
verse of Scripture—the Bible Success 
Band verse—each morning and says it 
over and over during the day. 

The Bible Success Band booklets for 
1959 are now ready. The cover of the 
booklet is in full color showing a native 
woman drawing water from an ancient 
well of Bethlehem. The booklet also 
contains stirring testimonies of bless- 
ing received through memorizing the 
verses. One lady tells how she had a 
terrible illness, but determined to learn 
a verse of Scripture from the Bible 
Success Band daily. She persevered 
in doing this and says: “At length, by 
God’s grace and mercy, my strength, 
physical and mental, came back— 
through the Scripture verses I had 
memorized.” 

The Bible Success Band booklets 
make ideal Christmas and New Year 
remembrances to give to relatives and 
friends and to Sunday school and Bible 
classes. They are reasonable in price 
and far more lasting in blessing to 
those who receive them than Christ- 
mas cards. 

We suggest that you send for a sup- 
ply of the booklets early before the 
first edition may be exhausted. The 
price of the booklets is 25c a copy to 
individual addresses. Quantity prices, 
to one address, are as follows: 5 to 50 
copies at 20 cents each; 51 to 99 copies 
at 19 cents each; 100 or more copies at 
18 cents each. Special white envelopes 
for mailing the booklets may be or- 
dered at one cent each. Please state 
clearly the number of booklets and the 
number of envelopes desired. It will 
be appreciated if something extra could 
‘be included for handling and postage. 

Please address all orders for the 
booklets -and envelopes, with remit- 
tance, to George T. B. Davis, 1505 Race 
St., Philadelphia 2. 


s 


Have You Had Happy 
Experiences in Tithing? 


HE MOODY PRESS plans to publish 

a collection of testimonies on tithing 
or other stewardship experiences in a 
paper-backed book which will become 
part of the Moody Colportage Library. 
Director Kenneth N. Taylor writes: 
“These articles could be up to 1,000 
words and would tell of the way the 
Lord honored by taking care of needs 
and otherwise blessing those who 
trusted the Lord along the lines of 


Malachi 3:10. All who submit articles 
will receive copies of the book when 
published (if enough of the right ma- 
terial is received) .” 
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The short articles on tithing should 
be typewritten on one side of the sheets, 
with double spacing throughout; the 
name and address of the writer should 
be in the upper left-hand corner of the 
first page; and the article should begin 
about three inches down from the top 
of the first page. Scripture should 
be accurately quoted, with references, 
either from the King James or Ameri- 
can Standard Versions, unless there is 
some special reason for using another 
version, in which case the name of it 
should be given. All articles should be 
sent to Kenneth N. Taylor, Director, 
The Moody Press, 820 N. LaSalle St., 
Chicago 10. 


s 


With the New Books 


Except as noted, these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 15 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 5 per cent addi- 
tional for postage and handling costs. 


An Analysis of the Gospel of Mark. 
By Harold St. John. (Pickering and 
Inglis, Ltd., London, 15/ net.) There 
are any number of commentaries on 
the Gospel of Mark, and there are 
enough good ones so that a new treat- 
ment of this familiar theme might seem 
highly superfluous. It would be, if it 
followed in the beaten paths of others, 
with little to offer that is fresh and 
stimulating. Such is not the case, how- 
ever, with Mr. St. John’s excellent de- 
votional commentary. 

In a noteworthy way, the author 
brings us new insights into the life and 
ministry of our Lord, as revealed in 
this precious Gospel. Mr. St. John’s 
outline of the book is not only original, 
but apt and logical. He has a good 
style, and in, preparation for ‘writing, 
he has studied carefully the Gospel it- 
self, as well as what the scholars have 
written about it. There is nothing 
hackneyed about his presentation, and 
almost every page seems to contain 
something worth underlining and re- 
membering. (This reviewer has noted 
well over fifty such statements that 
have blessed and challenged his own 
heart.) 

The author appears to write from a 
Plymouth Brethren background, but his 
spiritual outlook is not that of any one 
group. Fer example, he clearly states: 
“Christ has never entrusted a monopoly 
of his truth to any distinctive circle of 
fellowship formed by His followers. No 
body of Christians can claim to be the 
sole guardians of the historic faith. 
There may be some whose light is 
clearer or cloudier than that of others 
on some particular point of faith or 
order; no form of institutional religion, 
whether it be the massed millions of 
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Rome: or some tiny splinter among our 
Pentecostal friends or of the sons of 
Plymouth, can ever reflect more than 
the private interpretations or the per- 
sonal opinions of its members” (p. 100). 

The emphasis in this commentary is 
highly practical, and there is much here 
that is sure to meet human need. Mr. 
St. John’s work is a valuable addition 
to the literature on the Gospel of Mark. 


Dan the Weatherman. By Jene Barr. 
(Albert Whitman & Co., Chicago 6; 
cloth, $1.25.) How does Mother know 
that you need to wear a heavy coat in- 
stead of just a sweater? There are 
several ways, of course, but one good 
way is to listen to the weatherman. 
Dan, the weatherman, has many ways 
of knowing about the weather. The 
weather vane, wind gauge, rain bucket, 
thermometer, barometer, and his two 
good eyes all help him to know how to 
guide golks who need this information. 
The newspaper and telephone compan- 
ies, radio and TV stations, farmers, 
truck drivers, air pilots, and all sorts of 
people who must go out in the morning 
to stay all day are a few who are helped 
greatly by Dan the weatherman. The 
colored pictures, made by P. J. Hoff, 
the CBS-TV weatherman, are attractive 
and accurate. First and second graders 
will find this little book a source of 
interesting information and delight. 


The Great Garcias. By Gladys Mal- 
vern. (Longmans, Green and Co., Inc., 
New York 18; $3.) Notable in the world 
of music in the 19th century was the 
Garcia family—father, mother, son, and 
two daughters. The story of their home 
life is a stirring narrative, from the 
opening picture of temperamental Man- 
uel del Popolo Vicente Garcia, as he di- 
rected the musical technique of son 
Manuel, daughter Maria, and the young- 
est, Paulina. They journeyed to America 
in 1825, where Maria met and married 
Malibran, and as Madame Malibran 
gained a name as great as her father’s. 
They journeyed to Mexico, where they 
had some dramatic experiences, Garcia 
being compelled by bandits to stand 
bound to a tree while he sang opera 
for two hours to save his life. With 
Garcia’s own life story is interwoven 
vivid experiences of notables of almost 
every class and country in the years 
1825 to 1840. And Paulina Garcia, last 
in the family, was acclaimed as second 
to none. 


A Galaxy of Saints. By Herbert F. 
Stevenson. (Fleming H. Revell Co. 
Westwood, N. J., $2.50.) Many writers 
have made us better acquainted with 
David, but how much do we know about 
Jonathan, his friend? Paul the great 
apostle is familiar to most Christians, 
but who was it that stood by him when 
the church at Jerusalem regarded him 
with suspicion? It was Barnabas, of 
course. Mr. Stevenson has made some 
of the lesser known men and women 
in the Bible become better known to 
this reviewer and he is certain that 
this book will do just that for all its 
readers, and that they will appreciate 
the greatness of some characters they 
otherwise have ‘thought little of. The 
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author gives glimpses in the last chap- 
ter of his book of some of the members 
of the early church. Their faith and 
ministry are a contribution to spiritual 
relationships today. 


The Holy Spirit in Your Life. By 
Andrew W. Blackwood, Jr. (Baker 
Book House, Grand Rapids 6, Mich., 
$2.50.) The task that every preacher 
faces is that of demonstrating the rele- 
vance of the great truths of Scripture 
to the ordinary, everyday life of his 
people. That such a relevance exists, 
no Bible-believer doubts, but to make 
it real to the man in ‘the pew is not al- 
ways easy. Mr. Blackwood does just 
this very effectively. Here is a presen- 
tation of various aspects of the ministry 
of the Holy Spirit, in terms that the 
average man can understand, and in a 
manner that indicates the tremendous 
Significance of that ministry in the life 
of any believer. His approach is a 
genuinely popular one, but this does 


not involve any dilution of Biblical 
truth, or any impression of “talking 
down” to his audience. The author 


knows how to present basic doctrine 
in an attractive form, and his message 
has the note of eternal verity, presented 
in the context of contemporary need. 
Unlike much doctrinal preaching, these 


* pansion. 
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messages show clearly the connection 
between truth and duty. They are not 
random shots; the target is the heart 
and mind of the hearer; and Mr. Black- 
wood asks of his audience action as well 
as agreement. His book can be recom- 
mended to nominal Christians, many 
of whom would not be interested in the 
approach used by other writers, in 
dealing with the Holy Spirit. More 
advanced believers will likewise en- 
joy the author’s telling illustrations and 
straightforward style. Both groups will 
find in this book a vital message for 
their own lives. 


The Church Marches In. By Tom 
Rees. (Pickering & Inglis, Ltd., London, 
E.C. 4; 8/6 net.) This is a vigorous 
setting forth of some of the events of 
Acts 1 to 12. Not a commentary in the 
strict sense of the word, the volume 
traces the progress of the Church’s ex- 
The discourse is enlivened 
by evidences of the author’s own en- 
thusiasm for evangelism, and by telling 
illustrations drawn from history and 
from his own experience. What it may 
lack in depth, it compensates for in 
freshness of style and pointed applica- 
tion of primary truths. 4 
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The Christ of Christmas— 
Who He Is! 


By Olive M. Cooke 


Tue CREATOR 
Moses: “In the beginning God 
created the heaven and the earth” 
(Gen. 1:1). “All things were made by 
him [Christ]; and without him was 
not any thing made that was made” 
(John 1:3). 
My REDEEMER 
Job: “I know that my redeemer 
liveth” (Job 19:25). 
Tue Kinc or GLORY 
The Psalmist: “He is the King of 
glory” (Psa. 24:10). 
THe Micuty Gop 
The Prophet Isaiah: “Unto us a 
child is born, .. . and his name shall 
be called . . . The mighty God” (Isa. 
9:6). 
Gop, My Saviour 
Mary, His mother: “My soul doth 
magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath 
rejoiced in God my Saviour” (Luke 
1:46, 47). 
Curist THE Lokp 
The Apostle Peter: “Thou art the 
_ Christ, the Son of the living God” 
(Matt. 16:16). 
The Apostle Thomas: 
and my God” (John 20:28). 
THE Son or Gop 
God the Father: “This is my be- 
loved Son, in whom I am well 
pleased” (Matt. 17:5). 
THE Way to Gop 
Jesus: “I am; the way, .. . no man 
cometh unto the Father, but by me” 
(John 14:6). 
THe Lams or Gop 
John the Baptist: “Behold the 
Lamb of God, which taketh away 


“My Lord 
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the sin of the world” (John 1:29). 


THe Lams THaT Was SLAIN 

Many angels: “Worthy is the Lamb 
that was slain to receive power, and 
riches, and wisdom, and strength, and 
honour, and glory, and blessing” (Rev. 
5:12). 

Every creature in Heaven: “Blessing, 
and honour, and glory, and power, be 
unto him that sitteth upon the throne, 
and unto the Lamb for ever. and 
ever” (Rev. 5:13). 

THE FIRST AND THE LAST 

The Lord Himself: “I am Alpha 
and Omega, the beginning and the 
end, the first and tine last” (Rev. 22: 
13; 1:8, 11; 21:6). » 

THe Cominc Lorp Jesus CHrRIst 

Jesus: “He which testifieth these 
things saith, Surely I come quickly” 
(Rev. 22:20). 

WHeatTon, ILL. 
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Children at Home 


The Bright Penny 
A true story 
By Esther N. Hess 


STHER heard Miss Boyer go down 

the stairs to dinner, and she knew 
this was her chance to go into her room 
to look at the bright penny. Yes, there 
it was in the little tray on the dresser 
just as shiny as always. 

Miss Boyer had gone to China to 
teach six-year-old Esther and her two 
sisters, Ruth and Helen, aged eight and 
four. In China the coins were big and 
heavy or thin and small with a hole in 
the middle but they were never shiny. 

Esther thought Miss Boyer’s shiny 
Indian head penny was the prettiest 
thing she had ever seen. Just a week 
before, when Miss Boyer had asked 
her into her room for a few minutes, 
she had seen it for the first time. She 
had picked it up then and asked what 
it was. Before putting it down she 
had held it tightly between the palms 
of her hands. 

She was not supposed to go into Miss 
Boyer’s room unasked, but she had 
found it easy to slip in several times a 
day. She would run to the dresser, 
pick up the penny, hold it tightly a 
brief moment, and then quickly slip 
out of the room again. 

The second bell for dinner startled 
her. She had stayed longer this time 
to hold the penny. Her hand with the 
penny went deep into her apron pocket, 
then out, and she let it drop on the tray 
again. 


“Esther, where are you? Come to 
dinner,” Mother’s voice called from 
downstairs. 


Snatching the penny again Esther ran 
downstairs, into the dining room, and 
slid into her big black lacquer chair by 
Daddy. 

Letting the penny slip from her hand 
into her pocket she folded her hands 
in front*of her bowed head for the 
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blessing. A feeling of guilt over- 
whelmed her and her head stayed 
partly bowed after grace. The food 
somehow did not taste good even 
though it was her favorite Chinese 
meat-ball dinner. 

She caught Mother looking at her 
several times. She wondered if Miss 
Boyer had heard her in her room. 
Dinner was taking so long! 

After the servant had cleared the 
main course away Miss Boyer asked to 
be excused and Esther Was sure she 
was going to look for the penny. If 
she had only left it where it was! 

Finally Daddy excused the children, 
but Mother said, “Esther, I’d like to 
speak to you before you go upstairs to 
rest.” 

Esther hung her head and began to 
cry. 
“Tell Mother what is wrong, Esther. 
Don’t you feel well?” 

Esther shook her head and cried 
bitterly. 

“Well, what is it, dear? 
you done?” 

After more coaxing Esther put her 
hand down into her pocket and pulled 
out the penny. At the same time she 
flung herself into her mother’s arms. 

“Did you take that without permis- 
sion?” 

Esther’s tear-stained face looked up 
to Mother and nodded. She already 
felt a little better since she had con- 
fessed to Mother. 

“You know that taking things that 
do not belong to you is stealing, don’t 
you?” 

Another nod from Esther. 

“Mother is very sorry this has hap- 
pened and Jesus is even more sorry. 
Now I want you to go right upstairs 
and tell Miss Boyer what you have done 
and tell her you are sorry.” 

_“No, Mama, I can’t. Please let me 
put it back when Miss Boyer is out. 
Please, Mama, please.” 

“No, darling, I want you to do it now 
when she is there. Now run along 
quickly and then come back to 
Mother.” 

Slowly Esther went up the stairs. 
When she reached the upstairs hall she 
sat down on the top step. She felt she 
just could not go inside. Then she 
stood in front of the door a long time 
before knocking. Her first little knock 
was so gentle that Miss Boyer did not 
hear. Esther thought she heard Helen 
and Ruth coming to the hall from the 
other room, so, after a loud knock, she 
let herself in quickly and shut the door 
behind her. 

“Well, hello, Esther! What can I do 
for you?” said Miss Boyer as she caught 
sight of Esther’s tear-stained face. 

Esther, with chin buried in her collar 
dashed over to where Miss Boyer was 
sitting, put the penny on the book ‘she 
was reading, and said, “I took your 
penny and I’m sorry.” 

She was ready to dash out, but Miss 
Boyer said, “Wait, dear. I want to tell 


What have 


you that your bringing the penny back 
to me makes me very happy, and I 
know it makes Jesus happy.” 

Esther was so happy she slid down 
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the banister instead of walking down 
to Mother. 

“Mama, I’m so happy, and I don’t 
think I’ll ever take anything from any- 
body again, ‘cause it makes you- feel so 
awful ’way down inside.” 

“Let’s kneel down and ask Jesus to 
wash your heart clean.” The two knelt 
down and first Mother prayed and then 
asked Esther to pray and thank Jesus 
for His cleansing blood. 

A month later at Christmas all were 
seated in a circle while Daddy passed 
the gifts from under the tree. One of 
Esther’s gifts was a tiny package that 
looked like a matchbox. She opened 
it and, sure enough, it was a matchbox. 
She slid the box open and there on 
white cotton was the shiny Indian head 
penny—her very own! 


PASADENA, CALIF. 
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Daily Bible —— ~~ 
Lessons, issued 
Sunday School 


December 22 to 28 


Mon., Dec. 22.—Mark 8:11-13. 
Seeking a Sign. 
Prayer Suacestions: “The Pharisees 
came forth, and began to question with 


him, seeking of him a sign from heaven,’ 


tempting him.” The Devil previously 
asked Christ to prove His Messiahship 
by leaping from the pinnacle of the 
Temple. Here he is at the same sort of 
temptation in these sign-seeking Phari- 
sees. The sign of His Messiahship given 
them by prophets was ignored, and they 
requested a sign suiting their fancy. Do 
you crave more than God’s Sook gives 
you for your satisfactions? Pray for 
revival in the churches throughout 
Great Britain. 


Tues., Dec. 23.—Mark 8:14-2:. 
Understanding the Sign. 
Prayer Succestions: “How is it that 
ye do not understand?” The eyes of 
our understanding must be enlightened 
before we can realize the impact of 
divine teaching. As the men on the 
road to Emmaus required this miracle, 
so do all Christians. Let it be your 
daily prayer that God will open “the 
eyes of your understanding being en- 
lightened; that ye may know what is 
the hope of his calling, and what the 
riches of the glory of his inheritance in 
the saints, and what is the exceeding 
greatness of his power to us-ward who 
believe” (Eph. 1:18). Pray for revival 
in the churches of West Germany. 


Wed., Dec. 24.—Mark 8:22-26. 
“Do You See Anything?” 
PRAYER SuGGEsTions: “He asked him if 
he saw ought.” Our Lord’s miracles 
on different people differed. Their 
needs differed. The time element in 
healings were all decided by the Lord. 
Learn from this your necessity for in- 
crease in faith and patience. The Lord 
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may now be testing your faith. Faint 
not at delays and wait for the coming 
blessing. Confess faith. Let the Lord 
hear you say you believe He can and 
will bless you. Pray for revival of 
God’s people in East Germany. 


Thurs., Dec. 25.—Mark 8:27-30. 
What Do They Say? 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Whom do men 
say that I am?” The Lord still asks all 
of His would-be disciples this same 
question. Many false views of Christ 
are prevalent. Some say He was the 
best of men. Others say He is the best 
religious teacher. What think ye of 
Christ? What say you of Him? Are 
you as clear as Peter, Thomas, John, 
Paul, and the angels from Heaven? Do 
you confess Him as “God . . . manifest 
in flesh?” Pray for revival in the 
churches of Japan. 


Fri., Dec. 26.—Mark 8:31-33. 
The Sign of Suffering. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “The Son of man 
must suffer many things, and be re- 
jected of the elders, and of the chief 
priests, and scribes, and be killed, and 
after three days rise again.” Our Lord 
told His disciples about the necessity 
for His death upon a cross. He told 
them also of His forthcoming resur- 
rection after death. Peter would hear 
none of it and undertook to rebuke 
Him and so got himself deeply humili- 
ated for his folly. Always believe the 
Word of the Lord for it is always yea 
and amen. Pray that you may fully 
believe the Scriptures. 


Sat., Dec. 27.—Mark 8:34 to 9:1. 
» The Signs of Discipleship. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “Whosoever there- 
fore shall be ashamed of me and 
of my words in this adulterous and 
sinful generation; of him also shall the 
Son of man be ashamed, when he 
cometh in the glory of his Father with 
the holy angels.” The signs of disciple- 
ship are all the same for all Christians 
all through this age of grace. Self- 
denial, clear and bold confession of 
Christ, firm belief and confession of 
every truth He taught, and full obedi- 
ence are the requirements. “Dost thou 
believe on the Son of God?” (John 9: 
35-38.) Do you do His commandments? 
Pray for revival in all Christian assem- 
blies in Scotland. 


Sun., Dec. 28.—Acts 2:29-36. 
“This Jesus God Raised Up.” 
Prayer Succestions: “This Jesus hath 
God raised up, whereof we all are wit- 
nesses. Therefore being by the right 
hand of God exalted, and having re- 
ceived of the Father the promise of 
the Holy Ghost, he hath shed forth 
this, which ye now sée and hear.” Mi- 
raculous proofs of Peter’s statements 
brought multitudes to instant faith in 
Christ. Grace attended the preached 
truth. Grace and truth through men 
of grace are always essential for con- 
versions. Truth without grace will fail 
just as electric light fixtures without 
connected electricity will fail to give 
light. Pray for more tokens of grace 
in preachers. 
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